REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

APRIL 16, 2013

TO ALL BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS:

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of the Township of Union will be held on April 16, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at Union High School Library, North Third Street, Union, New Jersey.


The regular meeting of the Board of Education of the Township of Union was held at on April 16, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at Union High School Library, North Third Street, Union, New Jersey,  pursuant to notice sent to each board member.

PRESENT AT ROLL CALL:
Mr. David Arminio, Mrs. Susana Cooley, Dr. Guy Francis, Mrs. Linda Gaglione, Mr. Richard Galante, Mr. Thomas Layden, Mrs. Versie McNeil, Mr. Vito Nufrio and Mr. Francis R. Perkins, President



ABSENT AT ROLL CALL:
None





Mr. Perkins called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.


Mrs. Gaglione led the board and audience members in the Pledge of Allegiance.


The secretary read the statement required under the “Open Public Meetings Act”, a copy of which is on file in the office of the secretary.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Moved by Mr. Layden, seconded by Mr. Galante that the minutes of the Executive Session of January 15, 2013 be adopted:


AYE:

Mrs. Cooley, Dr. Francis, Mrs. Gaglione, Mr. Galante, Mr. Layden, Mrs. McNeil, Mr. Nufrio and Mr. Perkins


NAY:

None


ABSTAIN:
Mr. Arminio


MOTION WAS CARRIED

COMMUNICATIONS:

REQUEST FOR CHANGE OF START OF MATERNITY LEAVE – REGENYE


Heather Regenye, School Counselor at Kawameeh Middle School, submitted a request to change date to start of maternity leave from Heather Regenye, School Counselor at Kawameeh Middle School to April 17th, 2013.
LETTER OF RESIGNATION – MORIELLO


Alexia Moriello, 1:1 personal aid at Washington Elementary School, submitted a letter of resignation, effective April 6, 2013.

REQUEST FOR MATERNITY AND UNPAID FAMILY LEAVE – VALIA


Cindy Valia, teacher at Livingston Elementary School, submitted a request for maternity and unpaid family leave, for the period June 15th through October 14th, 2013.

LETTER OF RESIGNATION – JONES


Katie Jones, part-time transportation aid, submitted a letter of resignation, effective April 1, 2013.
REQUEST FOR EXTENDED CHILD REARING LEAVE – DRIVAS


Christine Drivas, AAP teacher at Franklin and Livingston Elementary Schools, submitted a request for extended child rearing leave for the period September 1, 2013 through the end of the 2013-2014 school year.

REQUEST FOR UNPAID MEDICAL LEAVE – SIMPSON


Fannie Simpson, part-time transportation aid, submitted a request for unpaid medical leave for the period March 11th through June 11th, 2013.

REQUEST FOR MATERNITY, UNPAID FAMILY AND EXTENDED CHILD REARING LEAVES – AXENTIOU


Nicole Axentiou, teacher at Hannah Caldwell School, submitted a request for maternity leave, unpaid family leave and extended child rearing leave for the period May 10th 2013 through March 9th 2014

REQUEST FOR MATERNITY LEAVE – DEL GUERCIO


Dana DelGuercio, child study team member at Union High School, submitted a request for maternity leave for the period May 20th through the end of the 2012-2013 school year.

CORRESPONDENCE FROM TOWNSHIP OF UNION EDUCATION FOUNDATION


Susan Lipstein, President of the Township of Union Education Foundation submitted correspondence regarding 2013-2014 grants being awarded. 
REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF UNPAID MEDICAL LEAVE – AFRICANO


Ana Africano, teacher assistant at Battle Hill School, submitted a request for an extension of unpaid medical leave through May 12, 2013.

REQUEST FOR MATERNITY AND UNPAID FAMILY LEAVES – GIORDANO


Jennifer Giordano, special education teacher at Union High School, submitted a request for maternity and unpaid family leaves for the period May 28, 2013 through January 1, 2014.
REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF UNPAID FAMILY LEAVE – KOHN


Lauren Kohn, special education teacher at Burnet Middle School, submitted a  request  for extension of unpaid family leave, for the period April 14 through May 31, 2013.
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS:

Recognition of Union High School Girls’ Winter Track Team and Coach William Soranno - Dr. Martin said that Union High School students’ performance in winter track was outstanding this year.  He said that the students captured a number of titles. Dr. Martin introduced Mr. Gibbons, Principal at Union High School, as well as Ms. Ionta, Athletic Director, to give introductions.  Mr. Gibbons stated that Ms. Ionta would be introducing Mr. Soranno, the coach of this year’s track team and his athletic achievements this season.  He said that when he thought of Mr. Soranno, he thought of him as the Advanced Placement Biology teacher and what people don’t know is that every year, Mr. Soranno’s students score “4’s” and “5’s” on one of the most challenging exams in the country.  


Ms. Ionta said that she wanted to take the opportunity to introduce Mr. Soranno and the 2013 winter track team.  She said that among the many accomplishments of the team this year was that the team did win State and County Titles.  

Mr. Soranno said that he was extremely proud of the student athletes on the track team.  He said that these students do extremely well in the classroom as well as all of their accomplishments on the track and in the field.   Mr. Soranno said that the team had great success this winter; both the boys’ and girls’ teams finished in the top five in county as well as state competitions.  He said that the girls’ won a state sectional title, which was the first time in Union High School history.  Mr. Soranno said that a number of students on the team are being recruited by some various prestigious universities not only for their athletic ability but for their scholarship in the classroom also.  He said that some of the colleges that have contacted students and are actively recruiting them; they are NJIT, St. Peter’s University, Monmouth College, Rutgers University, Hampton University, University of Rhode Island, Villanova, Penn State, Florida, Vanderbilt, Duke and University of North Carolina.  Mr. Soranno said that Union has a tremendous reputation not just in athletics but also in the classroom.  He said that he was very proud of the athletes.  


Mr. Soranno said that he was not able to get all of the members of the teams to come to the meeting this evening because there is still a track meet going on out on the track at this time.  He said that he had a representative sample of the students who did such a great job this winter.  Mr. Soranno introduced Fatima Iendi, Union County Champion and High Hurdles;  she was also the third best girl’s hurdler in the state; Gina Alfano; Rashanda Beasley; Jeff Alloli, Union County Champion; Rolby Lucia and Alex Roche who were members of the 200 meter relay team that won Group IV, Sectional title.


Franklin Elementary School – Mr. Lowery - Dr. Martin introduced Mr. Lowery, principal of Franklin Elementary School.  Mr. Lowery said that before he began his presentation, he wanted to speak to the student athletes that had been recognized this evening.  He said that it was the athletic abilities of students that got them noticed and allows students to get scholarships for the first year but it is the students’ aptitude that will keep them in college.  Mr. Lowery said that when students get to the next level, they are competing against students that are just as good as them and it depends on what students do in the classroom that will determine whether or not they can keep their scholarships.  He congratulated all of the athletes recognized this evening.


Mr. Lowery said that he was going to focus on two aspects of Franklin School and they were student achievement and the new guidance program that the school has implemented.  He said that over the past three years, Franklin School has shown an increase on NJASK scores.  Mr. Lowery said that language arts for 2011 to 2012 increased 5.8% in third grade and 24.6% in fourth grade; the math scores increased 3.4% in third grade and 9% in fourth grade. He said that the teachers have been working very hard to increase these scores and when he first began at Franklin the scores were really low.  


Mr. Lowery said that his staff is doing a phenomenal job of buying into the program and getting a staff to “buy in” to a philosophy is a hard job to do.  He said that his staff puts the students first.  Mr. Lowery said that he also wanted to give credit to Mrs. Moutis, the Director of Curriculum; and the Supervisors, Mr. Ghiretti and Mrs. Ford for doing a good job of analyzing data which causes a lot of conversation, which leads to action.  He said that Franklin School has started an AAP program which has helped the most “needy” students to stay in the classroom more and not pulling them out for remediation.  Mr. Lowery said that there is also a test prep program for language arts and math which allows teachers to go into third and fourth grade classrooms to give extra text preparation and strategies to students.  He said that there is also a morning remedial program which used the 
SuccessMaker program which focuses on basis skills and an afterschool NJASK prep program which focuses on writing, math and reading.  Mr. Lowery said that proficiency data is also analyzed and a course pullout program is implemented for those students who have not scored at least 68% on the proficiency tests to give them remediation.  He said that there is also a lunchtime math SuccessMaker program.  Mr. Lowery said that there is a lot of hard work that goes into preparing students to take the tests and Franklin has good teachers and staff that help improve scores.  


Mr. Lowery said that Franklin School has a new guidance counselor, Ms. Jackson, who has done an excellent job of bringing programs to the school that promote social awareness and student responsibility.  He said that several anti-bullying programs  have been performed at Franklin.  Mr. Lowery said that there was a Peace Pledge Poster program where students signed a poster pledging to be “peaceful students” and these posters were displayed in individual classrooms.  He said that there is a Peace Maker Student of the Month program where students who are observed doing good things in the building are chosen.  Mr. Lowery said that there was a Ti Kwon Do Bullying Buster assembly programs which dealt with self control, how to use their brain and know when to use their strength.  He said that there is a program at Franklin where students are given tickets when they are caught being kind and doing kind acts.  Mr. Lowery said that when students accumulate tickets they receive some type of prize at the end of the month.  He said that there are special days such as Wear Orange Day to show unity against bullying; Wear Gray Day to show tolerance.  Mr. Lowery said that there has been a schoolwide anti-bullying slogan contest and Franklin chose “Be a Buddy, Not a Bully” as the school slogan.  He said that Ms. Jackson also has had “Have Coffee with the Guidance Counselor” sessions where she invited parents in to advise parents on how to help their students to stand up to bullies in the correct way and how to be assertive without being antagonizing. Mr. Lowrey said that there was also an anti-bullying poster contest and the Ms. Jackson went to all of the computer classes to speak about cyber bullying, advise student what websites to stay away from and what cyber bullying looks like.  He said that Franklin also continues to have the “silver spoons” program which is an initiative to promote positive behavior during lunch and recess time.  Mr. Lowrey said that this is the time of the day when students get their energy out and sometimes that energy can be directed in the wrong way.  He said that when staff members see positive things, the classroom is given a “silver spoon” and the class that has the most silver spoons at the end of the month always gets a prize.  Mr. Lowrey said that instead of a student government, Franklin School has developed a Student Ambassador’s program and the Ambassadors are responsible for four committees: (1) Beautification Committee – to make sure that the school looks nice; (2) Fundraising and School Announcements Committee – students make the announcements during the day so that they can work on their public speaking skills and this committee is also responsible for fundraising in the building; (3) Kindergarten Reading Committee – 3rd and 4th grade students go into the kindergarten classes and read to those students; and (4) Community Service Committee – this committee oversaw a winter food drive for Hurricane Sandy victims which was delivered to the Community Food Bank in Union County; a winter coat drive for families who were affected by Hurricane Sandy where coats, scarves and hats were collected; a “Snow Flakes for Sandy Hook” program where snowflakes with personal letters were collected and sent to students in Newtown Connecticut and during the Super Bowl, there was a “Souper Bowl” program where soup cans and they were donated to the Connecticut Farms Church Food Pantry.  Mr. Lowery said that there was also a fund raiser for Autism Awareness held at Franklin School.  He said that Franklin School is not only trying to promote student achievement but also make students aware of their social responsibilities.


Dr. Martin said that at the beginning of his presentation, Mr. Lowery spoke to the student athletes that were present at the meeting.  He said that Mr. Lowery is very familiar with speaking with athletes because he is the Head Coach for the Essex County Community College Basketball Team which has done extremely well, winning Nationals this year and several years ago were in the final four.  Dr. Martin said that Mr. Lowery works with college basketball players in the evening and in the morning works with students in elementary school.  
  
Central Five/Hamilton School – Mrs. DiGiovanni – Dr. Martin introduced Mrs. DiGiovanni, the principal of Central Five/Hamilton School.  He said that Mrs. DiGiovanni has been principal of Central Five/Hamilton School for the past two years and it was a yeoman’s task to be the principal of that school because the Central-Five School is being renovated and the district needed to fit students into Hamilton School which is an older school but the district also needed to keep standards high and the expected program moving right along which has happened over the past two years to the great credit of Mrs. DiGiovanni and her staff.  

Mrs. DiGiovanni said that she decided this year to speak to the board about some of the programs at Hamilton School.  She said that a few years ago, Mr. Gibbons gave a presentation on Quizdom for the high school students and as soon as she saw that, she decided that this program had to be implemented at Hamilton School.  Mrs. DiGiovanni said that thanks to the board for allotting the money to purchase this program and funds for teacher professional development, the Quizdom program is being utilized at Hamilton School.  She said that Quizdom is an interactive learning system.  Mrs. DiGiovanni said that not only are the children enthusiastic about this program but the teachers, after receiving training, are also enthusiastic about it.  She said that this system can be used for every subject matter.  Mrs. DiGiovanni said that there would be a math presentation this evening.  

She had fifth graders present at the meeting who demonstrated how to use the system.  Mrs. DiGiovanni introduced Mrs. Whitehouse and Mr. Zurka who have been team teaching for over 17 years who would be making the presentation.

Mrs. Whitehouse said that the Quizdom program being presented tonight was a set of math questions which is used for NJASK prep.  She said that there are also programs available that teach the students a math concept and will then ask questions afterwards.  Mrs. Whitehouse said that what is good about this program is that students get instant feedback; students know whether they got the answer right or not.  She said that teacher have the option to allow students to change their answers or not and she is able to pull up a chart for each individual questions to see how many students chose each answer.  Mrs. Whitehouse said that at the end of a lesson there is a printout which can be used as a test or a quiz to get a score from it.  She said that this program allows the teacher to see which concepts need more work and which students may be having trouble with a certain concept. 


Mr. Zurka said that students are asked to explain their answers as this is also a requirement on the NJASK test.  


Mrs. Whitehead said that the system also has the capability of saving all of the results for further review.  She said that she is just beginning to work with this program and she is learning something new every day by using it.  

Mr. Nufrio asked if there was an application on Quizdom for language arts. Mrs. DiGiovanni said that there was an application for every subject matter.  She said that this tool helps with dialogue in the classroom which helps learning.


Mrs. Gaglione asked if all the classrooms have access to this program.  Mrs. DiGiovanni said that she was able to purchase four units which travel around the school for use by all classes.  


Mr. Nufrio asked Dr. Martin if it would be possible to expand this program because this is a true application and use of technology.  He asked if the district could look into expanding the program to all schools.


Mrs. Gaglione said that the several years ago, the Education Foundation had supplied this program to the high school.  


Dr. Martin said that he was going to have a principals’ meeting later this week and he would make sure that this issue gets on the agenda for discussion. 


Mr. Nufrio thought that rather than the district spending money on additional computers, this program was the true test of how technology can be 

utilized in the classroom.  He said that it is managing time properly, the students in the classroom are engaged, they are not distracted and they must stay focused so that they can contribute to the instruction.


Dr. Martin thanked the students from Hamilton School and the parents who came out to be at this meeting tonight. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT

Dr. Martin said that March attendance for students was 94.997% and staff was 94.05%.


Dr. Martin read an e-mail which he received from Kimberly Sufranek, who is a French teacher at Union High School, as follows:


I am very proud to announce the recipient of the Vogel Memorial Prize for Excellence in French for 2013.  As of today’s Genesis postings of grade averages in French, the senior holding the highest average in the highest level of French is Krya Patel, French V Honors.  Krya currently holds an average of 97.5% in French.  She is also active in the French Honor Society, having been the Recording Secretary for the past two years.  Aside from academic excellence, she displays leadership qualities and is active in the community volunteering for the Ambulance Squad. 

Dr. Martin said that the Vogel Memorial Prize for Excellence in French is a new award this year.  He said that tonight the board recognized excellence in athletics; excellence in academics and assessment were also discussed.  Dr. Martin said that this is another aspect of what is done in the Union Public Schools.  He congratulated Ms. Patel but he also congratulated the French faculty at the high school who have high standards.


Dr. Martin said that he also wanted to read a letter which he received today on a different topic.


Good Afternoon Ms. Muller, Principal Gibbons and Superintendent Martin.  Mayor Clifton People has nominated the Union Township High School Marching Band to receive an invitation to be an official representative of the State of New Jersey in the 2014 National Independence Day Parade in Washington, D.C.  Congratulations on this recognition.  The National Independence Day Parade is the official July 4th parade of the United States.  It takes place on Constitution Avenue, passing by the White House and the Washington Monument.  I have attached your official invitation as well as a detailed information packet for your review and consideration.  The Parade Committee hopes that the Union Township Marching Band will be in a position to accept this invitation to attend the official July 4th Parade of the United States and perform in front of crowds in the hundreds of thousands in this nationally televised parade.  Congratulations Laura on this recognition for your band program.  I look forward to hearing from you soon.  Thanks and regards.  Cutler W. Bohm, Parade Committee Member and Tour Consultant, National Independence Day Parade, Washington, D.C.

Dr. Martin said that this is a tremendous honor for the marching band and Union High School.  He said that much preparation will have to go into getting the band to the parade in 2014 and the district will do everything it can to bring this to fruition but certainly the recognition from the Mayor and the opportunity for the band to perform nationally is a great honor.  

Dr. Martin asked Mr. Tatum to give the board an overview on the re-registration program that the district will be entering into as it goes into the next school year.  Mr. Tatum said that last month the board took on the initiative to do re-registration in the Union Township Public Schools.  He said that in 2010 the district took such an initiative to ensure to the public that the students attending Union Schools are indeed residents of the Township.  Mr. Tatum said that on Thursday at the principals’ meeting, he will be distributing a packet of information regarding the registration procedure.  He said that after it has been given to the district’s administration, it will be distributed to parents.  Mr. Tatum said that parents who are in attendance at this meeting and those who are watching the meeting on television are advised that these packets are being sent home.  He said that the re-registration will entail grades 4, 5, 8 and 10 as it did the last time such a program was conducted.  Mr. Tatum said that the packet will begin with an open letter from him with instructions of how to complete the registration packet.  He said that it does indicate that if parents have any questions, they certainly can call his office.  Mr. Tatum said that the deadline for parents to submit registration forms is the end of the school year and if the registration forms are not completed by that time, it will be done during the summer at the Administration Building. He said that parents must provide the school with documentation that supports the information that the district has regarding the student in their data base.  Mr. Tatum said that four proofs of residency are required to be included with the re-registration packet.  He said that once parents have successfully supplied the required information, the re-registration has ended.  Mr. Tatum said that if the family’s circumstances have changed since the original registration was completed, the packet will indicate the acceptable forms of proof and it will be required that the parent meet with the residency office at the Administration Building to be 

guided through the process.  He said that he has tried to make the process as painless as possible, but it is a necessary circumstance that the district needs to undertake from year to year to insure that the student body represents the student residents of the community.

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC ON RESOLUTIONS ON THE AGENDA

None
EDUCATION/STUDENT DISCIPLINE COMMITTEE
Moved by Mr. Arminio, seconded by Mrs. Cooley that the following resolutions be adopted:
E-1.
AMEND 2012-2013 ATYPICAL STUDENT LISTS AND TUITIONS


That the board amend out of district atypical student lists and tuitions for the 2012-2013 school year in accordance with the information appended to the nonpublic portion of these minutes.

E-2.
AMEND LIST OF STUDENTS REMOVED FROM THE ROLLS


That approval be given to amend the list of students removed from the rolls [sixteen (16) students exited from March 1, 2013 through March 31, 2013 for a total of thirty-eight (38) students for the 2012-2013 school year] who are not domiciled in this school district and three (3) students who be allowed to complete the 2012-2013 school year in accordance with the information appended to the nonpublic portion of these minutes.

E-3.
AFFIRM SUPERINTENDENT’S RESOLUTION OF HARASSMENT, INTIMIDATION AND BULLYING (HIB) CONCLUSIONS


That the board affirm the Superintendent’s resolution of Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying (HIB) conclusions for the period  March 2, 2013  through April 5, 2013.
E-4.
APPROVE CHILDREN OF STAFF TO ATTEND UNION PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOR 2013-2014 SCHOOL YEAR


That the board approve children of staff who do not reside in Union to attend Union Public Schools for the 2013-2014 school year at no cost to the staff members:  (a) E.V., Grade 11;  in accordance with the information in the hands of each board member and recorded in the non-public portion of these minutes.

E-5.
APPROVE NJ TIP IN-SCHOOL TRAVEL TRAINING SERVICES AT UNION HIGH SCHOOL  – RUTGERS UNIVERSITY


That the board approve NJ TIP In-School Travel Training Services through Rutgers University for Union High School students as part of transition and Community Based Instruction in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.  These three sessions will take place during the 2013-2014 school year at no cost to the district.

E-6.
APPROVE SPRING TREASURE HUNT – UNION CHAMBER OF COMMERCE


That the board approve “Spring Treasure Hunt” to take place on the Union High School turf football field on Saturday, May 11, 2013 from 9 to 11 a.m. in accordance with the information appended to these minutes. The Union Township Chamber of Commerce will sponsor this event.  The public address system and the rest rooms located on the rear wall of the Administration Building will also be used for this event.

E-7.
APPROVE MIDDLE SCHOOL ACADEMY


That the board approve Middle School Academy to take place in Burnet Middle School and Kawameeh Middle School for middle school students from May 13th through June 7th 2013 in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.  Students who enroll in this program will attend before and after school classes and will also attend an overnight trip to Gettysburg, PA on June 7th and 8th 2013.  Tuition for this program is $160 per student.  A fundraising “Car Wash” will be held on May 18th, 2013 at the Administration Building, 2369 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ from noon to 3 p.m.  All funds for this program will come from tuition paid by parents and will not come from the general funds of the school district.
DISCUSSION:


None


AYE:

Mr. Arminio, Mrs. Cooley, Dr. Francis, Mrs. Gaglione, Mr. Galante, Mr. Layden, Mrs. McNeil, Mr. Nufrio and Mr. Perkins


NAY:

None


ABSTAIN:
None



MOTION WAS CARRIED

FISCAL AND PLANNING COMMITTEE


Moved by Mrs. Gaglione, seconded by Mr. Arminio that the following resolutions be adopted:

F-1.
ACCEPT TREASURER’S REPORT

That the Treasurer’s Report dated March 31, 2013 be accepted. 
F-2.
ACCEPT SECRETARY’S REPORT


That the Secretary’s Report dated March 31, 2013 be accepted. 
F-3.
CERTIFY TREASURER’S AND SECRETARY’S REPORTS


Pursuant  to  N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11(a), I certify that as of March 31, 2013 no budgetary line item account has obligations and payments (contractual orders) which in total exceed the amount appropriated by the district board of education pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:22-8 and 18:22-8.1. 

___________________________     _          ______________


  James J. Damato, Board Secretary                 Dated
Pursuant  to   N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.2(h),  we certify  that as of March 31, 2013  after review of the secretary’s monthly financial report (appropriations section) and upon consultation with the appropriate district officials that to the best of our knowledge no major account or fund has been over-expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.2(d)3  and that sufficient funds are available to meet the district’s financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year. This certification is solely based on the information provided by the School Business Administrator and Board Secretary and is assumed by the board to be correct.
F-4.
APPROVE LINE ITEM TRANSFERS


That the Board approve line item transfers in accordance with the information appended to these minutes. 
F-5.
APPROVE CONTRACTS AND/OR PURCHASE ORDERS PURSUANT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-5 AND 18A:18A-10(a) 


That the Board approve the following contracts and/or purchase orders pursuant to the requirements of N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-5 and 18A:18A-10(a) and in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.
F-6.
APPROVE ATTACHED LIST OF CONTRACTS AND/OR PURCHASES PURSUANT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-5(21) 


That the Board approve attached list of contracts and/or purchases pursuant to the requirements of N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-5(21) in accordance with the information appended to these minutes: (a) Anderson’s - $2,226.49 – 2013 Senior Prom favors – Union High School; (b) C&R Graphics - $1,070 – musical production – Kawameeh Middle School; (c) VP II, LLC - $1,136 – musical production – Kawameeh Middle School; (d) High Note Festival - $3,389 – band field trip – Burnet Middle School; (e) World Stage - $8,500 – lighting for “Cats” – Union High School; (f) R&H Theatricals - $3,799.70 – performance rights for “Cats” – Union High School; (g) Home Depot Credit Service - $3,307.09 – scenic supplies for “Cats” – Union High School; (h) Costume World Consolidated - $10,042.58 – costume rental for “Cats” – Union High School; (i) Audio Incorporated - $5,050 – audio rental for “Cats” – Union High School; (j) Gertrude Hawk Chocolates - $5,213.73 – chorus/band fundraiser – Union High School; (k) Yankee Candle Fundraising - $1,082 – Key Club fundraiser – Union High School; (l) NHS Store #9000456700 - $1,436 – supplies for induction and graduation (National Honor Society) – Union High School; (m) 2013 Graduating Senior - $1,000- French Award – Union High School; (n) Anderson’s - $1,289.76 – Student Council homecoming and pep rally supplies – Union High School; (o) School Specialty - $2,515 – student planners – Union High School; (p) School Specialty - $1,610 – student planners – Union High School; (q) Madame Toussaud’s Wax Museum – $1,122 – (N. Ferroni) class field trip – Union High School; (r) Union Board of Education - $8,891.72 – expenses for “Fame, Jr.” – Burnet Middle School
F-7.
APPROVE DISTRICT WIDE TRAVEL AND RELATED EXPENSES PURSUANT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF N.J.S.A. 18A:11-12, N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-7 AND BOARD POLICY FILE CODE 6471

That the Board approve district wide travel and related expenses pursuant to the requirements of N.J.S.A. 18A:11-12, N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-7 and Board Policy File Code 6471 and in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.
F-8.
PRE-APPROVE DISTRICT WIDE STUDENT FIELD TRIP DESTINATIONS AND PURPOSES PURSUANT TO N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-5.8 
That the Board pre-approve districtwide student field trip destinations and purposes pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-5.8 in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.
F-9.
ACCEPT DONATION

That the Board accept the following donations:  (a) Lifetouch National School Studio - $840 for use by Livingston Elementary School; (b) Lifetouch National School Studio - $429.41 for use by Hamilton School
F-10.
AUTHORIZE SUPERINTENDENT AND BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR/BOARD SECRETRY TO IMPLEMENT SCHOOL BUDGET AND TAX LEVY – 2013-2014

That the board authorize the Superintendent and the Business Administrator/Board Secretary to implement the 2013-2014 school budget and tax levy pursuant to local and state policies.

F-11.
ADOPT TUITION RATES FOR 2013-2014 SCHOOL YEAR

That the board adopt the following tuition rates for the 2013-2014 school year:


Pre-School



$     5,990     

Kindergarten



     11,979

Grades 1 through 5


     13,327

Grades 6 through 8


     13,625

Grades 9 through 12

     14,016

Cog-Mod



     25,656

LLD




     15,188

M.D.




     18,282

B.D.




     23,456

Autism



     24,099

Part-Time Pre-School Handicapped    12,359

Full-Time Pre-School Handicapped     31,519
F-12.
RENEW PETTY CASH – 2013-2014 SCHOOL YEAR

That the board renew the following petty cash fund for 2013-2014 school year:







Report
Voucher


Fund
Amt
Expend
Res. Ind.

Period
Form
End of Fiscal Year

Sec’y
$500
$500
J. Damato

Annual
Board
Unused sum returned to









General Fund

F-13.
AUTHORIZE SCHOOL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR OR BOARD SECRETARY TO APPROVE PURCHASE ORDER NOT EXCEEDING $36,000

That the board authorize the School Business Administrator or the Board Secretary to approve purchase orders not exceeding $36,000 in the aggregate, without advertising for formal bids and without prior approval of the Board. The Board requires a minimum of two (2) competitive quotations in such cases and payment to the applicable vendor shall be approved on the bills and claims. The bid threshold may be awarded without soliciting competitive quotations in accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-37.

F-14.
APPROVE FY12 CARRY OVER FUNDS FROM NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND GRANT

That the board to approve FY12 Carry Over Funds from No Child Left Behind (NCLB) grant as  follows and in accordance with the information appended to these minutes:  Title I - $257,932; Title IIA - $7,818; and Title III - $3,056 for a total of $268,806. 
DISCUSSION:


None

AYE:

Mr. Arminio, Mrs. Cooley, Dr. Francis, Mrs. Gaglione, Mr. Galante, Mr. Layden, Mrs. McNeil, Mr. Nufrio and Mr. Perkins


NAY:

None


ABSTAIN:
None



MOTION WAS CARRIED

OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

Moved by Mr. Layden, seconded by Mr. Galante that the following resolutions be adopted:

O-1.  REPORT RECEIPT OF BIDS


Report receipt of bids received on March 21, 2012 for proposed cupola replacements at Connecticut Farms and Franklin Elementary Schools

O-2.
APPROVE ADVERTISEMENT FOR DISPOSAL OF EQUIPMENT


That the board approve advertisement for disposal of equipment which is deemed no longer serviceable in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.

O-3.
APPROVE SECURITY DRILL AND BUS EVACUATION REPORTS


That pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:41-1 and P.L. 2009, Chapter 178, the board approve the following security drill reports and bus evacuation drill reports in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:27-11.2 in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.
O-4.
ADOPT FORMAL RESOLUTION DESIGNATING INTERNET WEBSITE FOR OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS OF REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS (RFP)


That the board adopt a formal resolution designating Township of Union Board of Education’s internet website (www.twpunionschools.org) for official notification of Requests for Proposal (RFP) pursuant to the New Jersey local unit pay-to-play law in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.

O-5.
ADOPT FORMAL RESOLUTION DESIGNATING NEWSPAPERS


That the board adopt  a formal resolution in the hands of each board member designating the Union County Local Source and the Newark Star Ledger as newspapers to receive notice of meetings and fixing charges for notices of public meetings in the amount of $35 for the 2013-2014 school year.

O-6.
APPROVE DISCARD OF TEXTBOOKS


That the board approve discard of textbooks in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.

O-7.
APPROVE USE OF HAMILTON SCHOOL GYMNASIUM – CHRIST COMMUNITY CHURCH


That the board approve the use of Hamilton School gymnasium by Christ Community Church under the direction of Pastor Richard Starling for a youth mentoring program.  Dates of usage will be Thursday and Friday nights starting April 18th through June 28th 2013 from 7:00 to 9:30 p.m.  This program is for students in grades 7 through 12 to promote positive fellowship and life skills training.  Fees charged to Christ Community Church for the use of this facility will be $10 per hour for utilities.

O-8.
ACCEPT DONATION OF DISPLAY CASE – UNION TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL SOCIETY


That the board accept donation of a display case to Union High School from Union Township Historical Society in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.
DISCUSSION:


Mr. Arminio said that after discussions with Mrs. D’Elia, the high school librarian, the display case that is going to be donated to Union High School by the Historical Society will be placed at the entrance the library.  He said that the Historical Society will change the display every other month showing the history of Union High School and the history of Union.  Mr. Perkins said that this was a worthwhile endeavor from his point of view.  

AYE:

Mr. Arminio, Mrs. Cooley, Dr. Francis, Mrs. Gaglione, Mr. Galante, Mr. Layden, Mrs. McNeil, Mr. Nufrio and Mr. Perkins


NAY:

None


ABSTAIN:
None



MOTION WAS CARRIED

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

Moved by Mr. Nufrio, seconded by Mrs. Gaglione that resolutions P-1 through P-7 be adopted:

P-1.
APPROVE PERSONNEL ACTIONS


That Personnel Actions be approved in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.  
P-2.
AMEND SUBSTITUTE LISTS – 2012-2013 SCHOOL YEAR


That the Board amend Substitute/Home Instruction List; Substitute Custodians, Substitute Cafeteria/Playground Aides, Teacher Assistants and Secretaries for the 2012-2013 school year in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.
P-3.
APPROVE LEAVES FOR STAFF


That the board approve leaves for the following staff: (a) Heather Regenye, School Counselor at Kawameeh Middle School  change start date of maternity leave to April 17th, 2013; (b) Cindy Valia, teacher  at  Livingston  Elementary  School, maternity and unpaid family leave for the period June 15th through October 14th, 2013; (c) Christine Drivas, AAP teacher at Franklin and Livingston Elementary Schools, extended child rearing leave for the period September 1st 2013 through the end of the 2013-2014 school year; (d) Fannie Simpson, part-time transportation aid  for the period March 11th through June 11th 2013; (e) Nicole Axentiou, teacher at Hannah Caldwell School, maternity leave, unpaid family leave and extended child rearing leave for the period May 10th, 2013 through March 9th, 2014; (f) Dana DelGuercio, child study team member at Union High School maternity leave for the period May 20th through the end of the 2012-2013 school year; (g) Ana Africano, teacher assistant at Battle Hill School extension of unpaid medical leave through May 12, 2013; (h) Jennifer Giordano, special education teacher at Union High School maternity and unpaid family leave for the period May 28, 2013 through January 1, 2014;(i) Lauren Kohn, special education teacher at Burnet Middle School, extension of unpaid family leave for the period April 14 through May 31, 2013 
P-4.
ACCEPT LETTERS OF RESIGNATION


That the board accept letters of resignation: (a) Alexia Moriello, 1:1 personal aide at Washington Elementary School, effective April 6 2013; (b) Katie Jones, part-time transportation aid, effective April 1, 2013  
P-5.
APPROVE VENDOR TO PROVIDE BEDSIDE INSTRUCTION – SILVERGATE PREP


That the board approve Silvergate Prep, 10 Finderne Avenue, Bridgewater, NJ 08807 to provide bedside instruction for district students on an “as needed” basis for the period March 12, 2013 through June 30, 2013 in an amount not to exceed $5,500 in accordance with the information appended to these minutes. (Acct #7693/11-150-100-320-01-19)
P-6.
ACCEPT PROPOSAL FOR OCCUPATIONAL AND PHYSICAL THERAPY SERVICES AND EVALUATIONS – TRINITAS CHILDREN’S THERAPY SERVICES


That the board accept proposal for Occupational and Physical Therapy Services and Evaluations from Trinitas Children’s Therapy Services, 899 Mountain Avenue, Springfield, NJ at a rate of $82 per hour for OT and PT therapy and $328 for evaluations for both services in an amount not to exceed $57,400 for the remainder of the 2012-2013 school year in accordance with the information in the hands of each board member.

P-7.
APPROVE STAFF TO PRESENT PARENT WORKSHOP


That the board approve Diane Hickey, district teacher and Joanne Timpano, district occupational therapist to present parent workshop during the 2012-2013 school year at a rate of $40 per hour for presentation plus $40 per hour for preparation at a rate not to exceed $80 per person. (Acct No. 11-000-223-110-01-19)

DISCUSSION:


None


AYE:

Mr. Arminio, Mrs. Cooley, Dr. Francis, Mrs. Gaglione, Mr. Galante, Mr. Layden, Mrs. McNeil, Mr. Nufrio and Mr. Perkins


NAY:

None


ABSTAIN:
None



MOTION WAS CARRIED


Moved by Mr. Nufrio, seconded by Mrs. Gaglione that resolution P-8 be adopted:

P-8.
RENEW EMPLOYMENT CONTRACT – LISHAK


That the board renew employment contract of Noreen Lishak, Assistant Superintendent of Schools, for the 2013-2014 school year in accordance with the information in the hands of each board member. (This contract is subject to approval by the Executive Union County Superintendent of Schools)
DISCUSSION:


None


AYE:

Mrs. Cooley, Dr. Francis, Mrs. Gaglione, Mr. Layden, Mrs. McNeil, Mr. Nufrio and Mr. Perkins


NAY:

None


ABSTAIN:
Mr. Arminio and Mr. Galante
MOTION WAS CARRIED

POLICY COMMITTEE

Moved by Mr. Arminio, seconded by Mr. Layden that the following resolutions be adopted:

POL-1.
  APPROVE POLICY FILE CODE 1410 – LOCAL UNITS


That the board approve Policy File Code 1410 – Local Units in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.

POL -2.  APPROVE POLICY FILE CODE 3227 – RELATIONS WITH VENDORS


That the board approve Policy File Code 3327 – Relations with Vendors in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.

POL-3.  APPROVE POLICY FILE CODE 5141.4 – CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT


That the board approve Policy File Code 5141.4 – Child Abuse and Neglect in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.

DISCUSSION:


Mr. Arminio said that the three policy changes have been mandated by the State.


AYE:

Mr. Arminio, Mrs. Cooley, Dr. Francis, Mrs. Gaglione, Mr. Galante, Mr. Layden, Mrs. McNeil, Mr. Nufrio and Mr. Perkins


NAY:

None


ABSTAIN:
None



MOTION WAS CARRIED

APPROVAL OF BILLS

Moved by Mrs. Gaglione  seconded by Mr. Layden that the Board concur with the bills listed in the permanent bound register appended to these minutes and be ordered for payment.

AYE:

Mr. Arminio, Mrs. Cooley, Dr. Francis, Mrs. Gaglione, Mr. Galante, Mr. Layden, Mrs. McNeil, Mr. Nufrio and Mr. Perkins


NAY:

None


ABSTAIN:
None



MOTION WAS CARRIED

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Mr. Arminio said that at Washington School they have a program called One Million Page Challenge.  He said that this was started several years ago by a second grade teacher, Ms. Morrison.  Mr. Arminio said that students, with support from parents and the PTA, read on their own the entire year and keep a log of the number of pages that they have read.  He said that so far this year the students at Washington School have read 1,049,000 pages and they are still counting and still reading.  Mr. Arminio said that the Washington School PTA sponsors a party at the end of the school year to recognize this accomplishment and the Mr. Hoyt, the principal of Washington School, dresses up differently each year to help in the celebration at this party.  

Mrs. Cooley said that Central-Five is having a Vendor Night next Wednesday from 6 to 9 p.m. at Union High School Cafeterias.  She said that there will be many vendors on display, prizes and food.  Mrs. Cooley encouraged everyone to come out to support this event.


Mrs. Cooley said that on Tuesday, May 7th at 7 p.m. at Burnet Middle School auditorium, Dr. Megan Feehan from Overlook Hospital is arranging a parent presentation on “Eating Disorder Awareness”.  

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Arminio moved that the Board of Education meet on August 13, 2013 at 6 p.m. until no later than 10 p.m. without a regular meeting agenda to develop district goals for the 2013-2014 school year.  He said that if an agenda is needed, the board can simply create an agenda which states “Development of District Goals”.  Mr. Arminio said that in addition, the board will brainstorm and discuss possible long range projects which will give the board and the central office sufficient time to plan and budget accordingly.  


Mr. Perkins said asked if there were any comments or concerns regarding the August 13th date.  Mr. Arminio said that last week at the worksession, that was the one date that was suggested that no one frowned upon, except Mr. Damato and Mr. Vieira.  Mr. Perkins said that he expected to be away on August 13th and he could participate via the telephone.  He said that the board does have a number of issues that the board must discuss over the long term not the least of which is safety and security considerations, reaction to catastrophic events such as storms and the like.  Mr. Perkins said that he encouraged board members and even members of the public who have thoughts on any items that the board should address to do so via e-mail or talk to one of the board members.  


Mr. Arminio said that if August 13th does not seem to be a good date, he could put an amendment to motion to change the date.  

Mr. Layden said that last Friday evening, he and his colleagues on the board, attended the Chamber of Commerce dinner and the Board of Education accepted an award.  He congratulated everyone on the Board and the work that Dr. Martin has done in conjunction with the Chamber of Commerce.


Mr. Perkins said that the Mayor’s Award to the Township of Union Board of Education was presented to the board by the Chamber of Commerce last Friday evening.  He said that each board member participates without any enumeration as members of the board and each board member has only one objective and that is to serve the community by enhancing the educational quality of students.  He said that the awards will be reproduced and will be provided to each member of the board for their own personal possession and will be on display at the board office.


Dr. Martin said that Ms. Ahern, the Supervisor of Guidance, organized a Community Health Fair which was held at Union High School cafeteria.  He said that there were a large group of community organization in attendance that all had something to do with health, fitness or wellness.  Dr. Martin said that he did attend this fair and it was very well attended.  He said that this event was in line with the Board of Education’s goal of Fitness and Health for this current school year. Dr. Martin said that people were able to get their blood pressure taken, had blood glucose tested and were able to get information for everything from nutrition, pre-natal care, depression and mental health issues.  He said that the fair was very comprehensive and very well organized.  Dr. Martin said that the U.T.E.A. as well as a nice contingent of high schools were present making sure that the event ran smoothly.  He congratulated Ms. Ahern and everyone involved in support of the Union Public Schools.  


Dr. Martin commented on the eating disorders workshops that was being presented at Burnet Middle School on May 7th.  He said that this is something that occurs in every community and it is one of the many occurrences that happen when children grow up.  Dr. Martin said that is something frequently seen in the middle school and high school years.


Mr. Galante said that at this time every year the Union Chapter of U.N.I.C.O. National gives out an annual humanitarian award and this year the award will be going to the principal of Connecticut Farms School, Annie Moses as well as Sergeant Michael Bol of the Union Police Department.  He said that the event will be held on June 1st at Costa’s Restaurant in Roselle Park and tickets are $75 per person.  Mr. Galante said that if anyone is interested in attending they can contact him for information.  He said that it will be a dinner/dance and cocktail hour on that evening.

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

None

MOTION TO ADJOURN


There being no further business before the board it was moved by Mr. Nufrio, seconded by Mr. Arminio that the meeting be adjourned.


AYE:

Mr. Arminio, Mrs. Cooley, Dr. Francis, Mrs. Gaglione, Mr. Galante, Mr. Layden, Mrs. McNeil, Mr. Nufrio and Mr. Perkins


NAY:

None


ABSTAIN:
None



MOTION WAS CARRIED






Respectfully submitted






JAMES J. DAMATO






BOARD SECRETARY
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