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After years of chasing
fame and success in Los
Angeles, a guilt-ridden

writer home to mend his
strained relationship

with his family. 
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Sweet Like Mango tells the redemption story of a career-driven writer,

Yuri. After moving to LA at a young age, he becomes consumed by his

career, moving forward to success but simultaneously distancing himself

from the family he left back home. With growing tension between him and

his sister, Yolanda, he decides to move back home. However, he finds he

has bonds to build not just with his sister, but also his niece Dee, whom he

finds a very special connection with. As Dee discovers her voice through

her art, Yuri longs to encourage her. Yolanda, however, blinded by the

sibling’s past does not approve. An upcoming open mic night brings the

three together and shows them forgiveness is the first step in healing.                                              
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The mood
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DIRECTORS STATEMENT
This film is based off of a quote that my grandmother told me a few years ago, “If you're sour like a lemon people will stay

away from you and isolate you. But if you’re too sweet like a mango, people will take advantage of you and chew you down

to the seed.”

So with that in my mind I wanted to explore a complicated family dynamic where circumstances and behavior create

distance between the characters, not only figuratively but physically. That long distance aspect, and the strain that puts

on a relationship. But I also wanted to know where someone is trying to mend a relationship that already seems broken

beyond repair. Yuri wants to do better and encourage his niece, who he sees a lot of himself in, to follow her gifts and her

dreams. But Yolanda is resistant to this, and doesn’t want Dee to follow down the same path, because she’s been burned

before.

I want people to walk away from this film and immediately want to hug their loved ones. This movie is about cherishing

time and memories. Sometimes life gets in the way but I want this film to help show people not to not take moments for

granted.

With Love,
Victoria J. Smith
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