
Preschool Education Program Contract 

School Year 2026-2027 

This Agreement is made and entered into this first day of July 1, 2026 by and between the 
Township of Union Public Schools, with principal offices located at 2369 Morris Avenue, 
Union , New Jersey 07083 (hereinafter referred to as the "District"), and Union Township 
Community Action Organization, Inc., with its principal offices located at 2410 Springfield 
Avenue, Vauxhall, New Jersey 07088 (hereinafter referred to as the "private provider" as 
applicable or "Provider") (together "the parties"). With locations operating at:  (School Name, 
Address, City)

Union Township Community Action Organization, 

---------------------------------

2410 Springfield A venue 

Vauxhall, NJ 07088 

------------------- --------------

Whereas, the School Funding Reform Act, P.L. 2007, c.260 (SFRA), adopted in January of 
2008 provides for the expansion of a high-quality preschool program to all age- and income­
eligible at-risk preschool children in New Jersey; and 

Whereas, this Agreement seeks to ensure that pursuant to the SFRA, the high-quality preschool 
program offered by the Provider contracting with the District shall meet the educational needs of 
the eligible three-and four-year-old preschool children of the District through the coordination of 
all federal, state and local public and private community resources; and 

Whereas, the District is required to offer a high-quality preschool program and has determined 
to do so by contracting with a qualified Provider that complies with the Manual of Requirements 
for Child Care Centers, N.JA.C. 3A:52; and meets the Elements of High-Quality Preschool 
Programs, N.JA.C. 6A:13A; and 

Whereas, the Provider is a private provider and is licensed by the New Jersey Department of 
Children and Families (DCF) and offers services in accordance with the applicable statutory and 
regulatory provisions and agrees to be bound by the Manual of Requirements for Child Care 
Centers, N.JA.C. 3A:52; Elements of High-Quality Preschool Programs, N.JA.C. 6A:13A, and 
Fiscal Accountability, Efficiency and Budgeting Procedures, N.JA.C. 6A:23A, and 

Whereas, it is the intent of the parties that through this Agreement, each party shall be in 
compliance with all applicable federal and state statutes and regulations. The parties recognize 
that in the event that there are statutory or regulatory amendments there will be a need to amend 
this Agreement during its term to comply with any such changes. 

Now, therefore, the parties hereby acknowledge and agree to the following: 
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I. Purpose of Agreement

A. This Agreement provides funding for the minimum of a six (6) hour comprehensive 
preschool educational program (Program) for 184 school calendar days during the 2026- 
2027 school year. [The number entered should equal the number of student contact days 
(# number of student contact days) and the number of teacher professional development 
days (# number of District professional development days and/or hours) on the District 
school calendar exclusive of any extended year or summer programming. Also insert this 
number in Subsection III (B), first paragraph.]

B. The Provider shall offer a Program that shall meet the educational needs of the eligible 
three-and four-year-old preschool children of the District as set forth in this agreement and 
in accordance with the applicable requirements of the Elements of High-Quality 
Preschool Programs (NJA. C. 6A: 13A), and the Manual of Requirements for Child Care 
Centers (NJA. C. 3A:52) and the requirements of this Agreement.

C. The District shall work collaboratively with the Provider to meet the requirements of the 
Elements of High-Quality Preschool Programs (NJA. C. 6A: 13A), and the Manual of 
Requirements for Child Care Centers (NJA. C. 3A:52) and shall compensate the Provider 
in accordance with this Agreement.

II. Definitions

A. All terms within this contract have the same meaning as defined in NJ.A. C. 6A: 13A-1.2, 
as supplemented below.

1. For purposes of this Agreement, the term minimum of a "six (6) hour comprehensive 
educational program day" means a full-day preschool Program in accordance with the 
school District's grade one through twelve daily school calendar, meeting 180 days or 
more, depending on the district's required number, between September 1 and June, 
and not exceeding June 30 of the District's academic year.

2. For purposes of this Agreement, the term "Appropriately Certified Teacher" means an 
individual meeting the requirements set forth in Subsection III (E)(l) of this 
Agreement and NJA.C. 6A: 13A-4.3.

3. For purposes of this Agreement, the term "Appropriately Qualified Teacher Assistant" 
means an individual meeting the requirements set forth in Subsection III
(F.) (?.) of this Aereement and N..!A.C 6A:13A-4.3.

4. For purposes of this Agreement, the term "Preschool Instructional Coach" means an 
individual meeting the requirements set forth in NJ.A. C. 6A: l 3A-4.2.
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3. Children and youth who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned

buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings.

4. Children of migrant or seasonal workers who qualify as homeless because they are
living in circumstances described in the first three categories.

III. Provider Requirements

A. General

The Provider shall at all times:

l. Be a private provider within the meaning of NJA. C 6A: 13A-1.2.

2. Be licensed by the DCF, Office of Licensing as a Child Care Program pursuant to 
NJS.A. 30:SB-1 et seq.

3. Operate pursuant to the requirements set forth in the Elements of High-Quality
Preschool Programs (N.JA. C 6A: 13A), and the Manual of Requirements for Child
Care Centers (N.JA.C 3A:52) and the terms of this Agreement.

B. Comprehensive Education Program Requirements

The Provider shall offer a Program for 184 school calendar days during the 2026-2027 

school year between August and June 30 [The number entered should equal the number 

of student contact days plus the number of teacher professional development days on the 

District school calendar exclusive of any extended year or summer programming. Insert 

number from Subsection I (A).] The calendar will consist of dates that are mutually 

agreed upon with the District, bearing in mind that dates should coordinate with District 

transportation, if applicable.

l. The length of the school day shall be at least six (6) hours and shall conform to the 
length of the school day of the District consistent with Subsection I (A).

2. The Program shall consist of the comprehensive curriculum articulated in the
District's preschool plan or updates, as approved by the DOE and at a minimum shall
include the following components:

a. A comprehensive curriculum supported by research, aligned with the New Jersey

Preschool Teaching and Learning Standards, and linked to the New Jersey
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D. The District shall include the Provider's teachers, in addition to assistant teachers, family 
workers, and any additional positions funded by Preschool Expansion Aid, in all 
professional development experiences offered by the District for the preschool teaching 
staff. The Provider's teachers must attend a minimum of 3 professional development in­
service/trainings/workshops offered by the District.

E. The District shall make available a substitute teacher list to the Provider.

F. The District shall verify the credentials and progress toward obtaining the appropriate 
certification or credentials, where applicable, of all preschool teaching staff in a Provider 
and shall verify that all required background and criminal checks on all employees have 
been conducted.

G. The District and the Provider shall articulate plans and activities for children and parents 
who are making the transition to elementary schools.

H. The District shall make available health and social service resources to the Provider.

I. The District and Provider are jointly responsible for recruitment of children.

J. The District is responsible for ensuring that each preschool child is screened within two 
months of school entry using a developmentally based early childhood screening 
assessment approved by the DOE.

K. Eligibility for contract renewal is based on each contracting Provider classroom 
maintaining a minimum reliable score of {all districts must insert a 4.5 unless 

discussion with DOE results in a different score entry} on the Early Childhood 
Environment Rating Scale, Third Edition (ECERS-3). The ECERS-3 must be 
administered by the District by an individual deemed reliable by the tool developer in each 
classroom no less than once every three (3) years.

L. The Provider shall allow District or DOE designee(s) necessary access to conduct needs 
assessments and data collection.

M. The District shall provide financial management assistance to the Provider in the 
development and monitoring of the Provider's annual preschool budget and 
implementation of the preschool Program.

N. The District shall provide a copy of its work schedule for all teaching staff to the Provider 
to allow the Provider to ensure that the work schedule established for the teaching staff in 
the contracted preschool classrooms is comparable to the work schedule provided by the 
District for both teaching staff contract hours and teaching staff student contact hours and 
is made available to all affected teaching staff.
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C. If the provider intends to destroy any records no longer necessary to maintain under the
School District Records Retention Schedule, Provider must consult and seek written
approval from the District, prior to any destruction of records. Otherwise, the Provider
shall transfer those records to the custody of the District.

D. The Provider shall cause all subcontractors to comply with the terms of this Section.

E. The Provider shall maintain and have available for audit and/or inspection all books and
records that may be requested by the District, DOE, and/or DCF. A copy of said
documents shall be provided to the District, the DOE, and/or DCF upon request.

F. The Provider shall submit to the District, in a timely manner, monthly student enrollment
and attendance reports, and such other reports or data as may be required by this
Agreement, statute(s) or regulation(s). The District and DOE shall provide reasonable
notice of audits and/or inspections.

G. The Provider shall provide, in a timely manner, copies of all work papers produced in
connection with audits made by the Provider to the District and the DOE, upon written
request.

VII. Compensation

A. The maximum number of children for which the Provider will be compensated is 30 for 
the 2026-2027 school year. The District shall pay monthly to the Provider one eleventh
(1/11) of the provider's approved 2026-2027 budget planning document with first 
payment to be issued by the District in August, subject to revisions pursuant to Subsection 
VII(C), (D), (G), & (H). Any revisions made pursuant to Subsection VII(C),(D), (G), & 
(H) shall be made based on the provider's average daily enrollment, not average daily 
attendance. The District-approved 2026-2027 budget planning document is attached as 
Attachment B.

B. From November through June, in the event the average monthly enrollment for the month 
is greater than or equal to 90% of the number of contract slots in A above, then the 
amount due the following month under the contract shall equal the monthly amount as 
described in A above.

C. From November through June, in the event the average monthly enrollment for the month 

is less than 90% of the number of contract slots, the amount due the following month 

under the contract shall equal the monthly amount multiplied by the average monthly 

enrollment for the month, divided by the number of contract slots.
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