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Mission Statement

The mission of the Township of Union Public Schools is to build on the foundations of honesty, excellence,
integrity, strong family, and community partnerships. We promote a supportive learning environment where
every student is challenged, inspired, empowered, and respected as diverse learners. Through cultivation of
students' intellectual curiosity, skills and knowledge, our students can achieve academically and socially, and
contribute as responsible and productive citizens of our global community.

Philosophy Statement

The Township of Union Public School District, as a societal agency, reflects democratic ideals and concepts
through its educational practices. [t is the belief of the Board of Education that a primary function of the
Township of Union Public School System is to formulate a learning climate conducive to the needs of all
students in general, providing therein for individual differences. The school operates as a partner with the
home and community.
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Course Description

This course presents U.S. history from a chronological perspective, beginning with
pre-Columbian era and ending with Reconstruction. It also addresses geographic, social,
political, economic, and multicultural factors that have shaped our unique American
character.

The course has four major goals: to provide students with sufficient background
knowledge from an economic, political, and social perspective in order to prepare them
for high school social studies; to prepare students to participate in American society and
government and advocate for social justice; and to facilitate students’ acquisition of skills
needed to think critically and become life-long learners; and to improve students’
research skills to encourage independent thinking.

Instruction emphasizes the development of higher order thinking, analysis and
writing as well as building a firm foundation of usable data to interpret current events
through the use of technology and primary sources and secondary sources.
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New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Social Studies

The digital age has transformed social studies education, allowing 21st-century learners to transcend the limits of time and place
and experience historic events virtually. By expanding their learning networks through online collaboration with experts and other
students from around the world, New Jersey social studies students develop an increased depth of understanding of our global
society. At the same time, their understanding of the fundamental principles and values of American democracy and citizenship
provides the conceptual framework that allows them to make informed decisions about local, national, and international issues
and challenges.

Mission: Social studies education provides learners with the knowledge, skills, and perspectives needed to become active,
informed citizens and contributing members of local, state, national, and global communities in the digital age.

Vision: An education in social studies fosters a population that:
» Is civic minded, globally aware, and socially responsible.
» Exemplifies fundamental values of American citizenship through active participation in local and global communities.
« Makes informed decisions about local, state, national, and global events based on inquiry and analysis.
« Considers multiple perspectives, values diversity, and promotes cultural understanding.
» Recognizes the implications of an interconnected global economy.
 Appreciates the global dynamics between people, places, and resources.
« Utilizes emerging technologies to collaborate on career and personal matters with citizens of other world regions.
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A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights

e How do citizens, civic ideals, and government institutions interact to balance the needs of individuals and the
common good?

¢ How have economic, political, and cultural decisions promoted or prevented the growth of personal freedom,
individual responsibility, equality, and respect for human dignity?

B. Geography, People, and the Environment

¢ How do physical geography, human geography, and the human environment interact to influence or determine the
development of cultures, societies, and nations?

C. Economics, Innovation, and Technology

e How can individuals, groups, and societies apply economic reasoning to make difficult choices about scarce
resources? What are the possible consequences of these decisions for individuals, groups, and societies?

e How have scientific and technological developments over the course of history changed the way people live and
economies and governments function?

D. History, Culture, and Perspectives

¢ How do our interpretations of past events inform our understanding of cause and effect, and continuity and change,
and how do they influence our beliefs and decisions about current public policy issues?

e How can the study of multiple perspectives, beliefs systems, and cultures provide a context for understanding and
challenging public actions and decisions in a diverse and interdependent world?
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Pacing Guide

Unit 1: September — October
Unit 2: November — December
Unit 3: January - February
Unit 4: March-April

Unit 5: April-May

Unit 6: May-June
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10.

11.

opportunity to govern themselves? Who
was allowed to participate in
government and vote in the British
colonies?

How did demographics (i.e. race,
gender, and economic status) play a
role in the colonial era in British
Colonial America?

What were characteristics of the three
regions (New England, Middle, and
Southern) of the British colonies?

How did the colonists and Native
Americans both cooperate and clash
with each other throughout this time
period?

Compare the practice of slavery and
indentured servitude in the colonies.

Explain the system of mercantilism.
What effect did mercantilism have on
economies of the European countries
and their colonies?

How did life in the British colonies
compare to life in England?

European conquest?

“Where are we From?” Diaspora
project

Colonies DBQ: Students will
work in groups to analyze 6
primary sources relating to the
13 original colonies

Indentured Servitude vs. Slavery
analysis
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Unit 2: The American Revolution

Following Unit 1 and the introduction of colonialism and empire building, students are then introduced to
how society developed in the original thirteen colonies, particularly in New Jersey, and how European peoples
interacted and conflicted with each other and indigenous nations. Students will analyze the role of British
government in creating legislation that ultimately led to rebellion and revolution in North America.

How did life in the British colonies compare to life in 6.1.8.A3.a CSl: Boston Massacre | “Causes of the
_m:@mmja..v @#OCU T:u_.mOw Revolution” Quiz
6.1.8.B.3.d (open-ended question
How did the Great Awakening and Enlightenment . . format
movements contribute o Emm_mﬁmov:gmma of 6.1.8.C.3.a Writs o,dn >mm_m.ﬁ m:nm v
democratic ideas? Chunking Activity Peer Review of DBQ
6.1.8.D.3.a {5 Paragraph)
What was Peter Zenger’s role in the development Analysis of American Revolution
of freedom of the press in colonial America? How 6.1.8.D.3.b Propaganda, Primary | Essay
these ideas are represented today? and Secondary
6.1.8.D.3.c Sources Colonial Newspaper or
How did the Ohio River Valley play a role in the Mini-Poster (for
French & Indian War? What were the geographic 6.1.8.0.3.d ) . Research Project)
changes after this war (Seven Years War)? American Revolution
6.1.8.0.3.e DBQ Essay (Analysis | Periodic Vocabulary
What economic policies (taxes, trade) did of African Americans, | Quizzes
Parliament create after the French & Indian War? 6.1.8.B.3.d Native Americans,
Why? What effect did these have on the colonists? and Women during
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13.Why did New Jersey’s location play an integral
(important) roie in the American Revolution? How
did the American Revolution become a global
conflict? How did distance between England and
North America play a role in the Revolution?

14. What are the consequences of the Treaty of Paris
of 17837 How did this affect U.S. and Native
American relations? How did this affect U.S. and
European relations?
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Mercenaries/Hessians

Unit 3: Establishing a New Nation

The North American colonies declared independence from Great Britain and achieved this status after
the American Revolution. Unit 3 analyzes the role of the new nation in establishing new forms of Republican
government, including the Articles of Confederation and the creation of the United States Constitution.
Students grapple with the Bill of Rights and what it means to be a U.S. citizen.
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crafted the government this way?

7. Why is it important that U.S. laws are
constitutional? Is it possible that what could be
considered constitutional in 1790 is unconstitutional
in the 2010s?

8. Why is the Constitution considered a “living
document”? How has the Constitution changed to
expand rights in order to include more citizens?

9. How does the Bill of Rights protect individual
liberties?

10. What are your rights, responsibilities, and duties as
an American citizen?

Unit 3: Key Vocabulary Terms

Academic & Content Vocabulary People & Groups Principles of the Documents & Laws
Constitution
Political Republic Due process Founders Popular Sovereignty Articles of Confederation
Social Central/Federal  Grand jury Anti-Federalist Separation of Powers | Virginia Plan

Economic Government Eminent Federalist Checks and Balances | New Jersey Plan
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What were the effects of inflation and debt
on American people? How did the state
and federal governments respond to these
economic problems?

What were the social and economic causes
of the Whiskey Rebellion? How did
Washington handle this situation? What
effect did it have on the American people?

What were some precedents set by
Washington? What advice did Washington
give in his farewell address? How do these
precedents align with the Constitution of
the United States?

Describe the rivalry of Thomas Jefferson
and Alexander Hamilion and how it shaped
the economy of America’s early republic.

How were political parties formed? What
were the earliest political parties and what
were their views? How do political parties
today continue to be shaped by differing
opinions? How do they create conflict in the
US today?

How did Americans develop and weaken

Gla

6.1.8.C.3.b
6.1.8.D.3.9
6.1.8.B.4.a
6.1.8.C.4.a

6.1.8.A3.e

“How does a
bank/interest work?”
simulation

Whiskey Rebellion

Analysis of Washington's
farewell speech

Political parties then vs.
today comparison

Haitian Revolution clip

Alien & Sedition Act
political cartoons

Louisiana Purchase maps

L.ewis & Clark journals

Washington's
Administration quiz

Adams Administration
quiz

Jefferson Administration
quiz

Madison Administration
quiz

War of 1812 DBQ
Unit 4 test

Periodic Vocabulary
Quizzes
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Unit 4;: Key Vocabulary Terms

Content & Academic Vocabulary

People & Groups

Events & Places

Documents,
Principles, & Laws
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society that reformers work hard to improve. At the same time, these innovations and technology
drive America’s move West to ultimately occupy the continent.

Describe the technological innovations that were
created during this time period. Why were each
created? What effect did they have on America?

Explain how major technological developments
revolutionized land and water transportation, as well as
the economy, in New Jersey and the nation.

What decisions were made by Andrew Jackson during
his presidency? How did he expand voting rights to
Americans during the Jacksonian period?

What was the debate over the Tariff of Abominations?
How did this affect the relationship between the
northern and southern United States?

What is Manifest Destiny? What were some arguments
for and against Manifest Destiny? How did Manifest
Destiny influence America’s expansion through
annexation, diplomacy, and war? How did the ideals
of Manifest Destiny conflict with indigenous people in
the United States?

6.1.8.A4.a

6.1.8.A4.b

6.1.8.A.4.c

6.1.8.B.4.b

6.1.8.C4b

8.1.8.C4c

6.1.8.D0.4.a

6.1.8.D0.4b

6.1.8.0D.4.c

Industrial Revolution
primary source
documents

Virtual maps

Jackson political cartoons
Manifest Destiny articles
and Open-Ended
Question

Indian Removal Act
Discussion and
application of

Constitution

Social Reformer stations

Industrial Revolution
DBQ essays

Manifest Destiny
debate

Periodic Vocabulary
Quizzes

Unit 5 test
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Vocabulary & Concepts

People & Groups

Events & Places

Documents,
Principles, & Laws

Empire
Neutral
Pacifist
Debt
Persecute
Allies
Treaty
Propaganda
Cotton gin
Nationalism
Spoils
system
Assimilate
Antebellum
Depression
Abolition

Suffrage

Labor union
Factory system
Wage Labor

Transcontinenta
i Railroad
Agrarian
Manufacturing
Artisan
Merchant

Robert Fuilton
Peter Cooper
Samuel Slater
Samuel F.B.
Morse

Eli Whithey
Nat Turner
Henry Clay
James Monroe
Andrew
Jackson

John Quincy
Adams

John C.
Calhoun
Sequoya
Abdulrahman
[brahim Ibn Sori

Stephen F.
Austin
Tejanos
Antonio Lopez
de Santa Anna

William L.
Garrison
Robert Finley
Henry David
Thoreau
Osceola

Martin Van
Buren
Whig Party
Know-
Nothing Party
William Henry
Harrison
Mormon
Brigham Young

James K. Polk
Forty-niner
Horace Mann
Dorothea Dix
Frederick
Douglass
Sojourner
Truth

Harriet
Tubman
Susan B.
Anthony
Elizabeth Cady
Stanfon
Lucretia Mott
American
Colonization
Society
(A.C.S)

industrial
Revolution

Lowell mills

Erie Canal

indian Territory
Trail of Tears
Panic of 1837
Santa Fe Trail
Oregon Trail

Battle of the Alamo
Lone Star Republic
Mexican-American
War

Mexican cession
California Gold Rush
Underground
Railroad

Seneca Falls
Convention

Missouri
Compromise
Monroe Doctrine
Jacksonian
democracy

Tariff of
Abominations
Doctrine of
nullification

Indian Removal Act
Manifest Destiny
Fugitive Slave Act

Treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo
Compromise of
1850

Wilmot Proviso

Unit 6: The Civil War
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Civil War?

7. What were some critical events and battles of the
Civil War? How did they contribute to the final
outcome of the war?

8. How and why did the Emancipation Proclamation
and the Gettysburg Address continue to impact
American life?

9. What were the human and material costs of the
Civil War in the North and South?

10. How effective were the 13th, 14th, and 15th
Amendments to the realities of African American life?

11. What was the economic impact of Reconstruction
on the South?

12. How did Congress and Presidents Lincoln and
Johnson approach reconstruction of the South? What
were some similarities and differences?

Analyze the
Emancipation
Proclamation

Unit 6: Key Vocabulary Terms
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Essential Question: What are effective strategies for accessing various sources of information and historical evidence, determining their
validity, and using them to solve a problem or find a solution to a public policy question?

Social Studies Skill 53-8

Chroneological Thinking Construct timelines of the events occurring during major eras including
comparative events in world history for the different civilizations.

Explain how major events are related to one another in time.

Spatial Thinking Select and use various geographic representations to compare information about
people, places, regions, and environment.

Use maps and other documents to explain the historical migration of people, expansion and
disintegration of empires, and growth of economic and political systems.
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New Jersey Student Learning Standards
Social Studies

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically
about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape American heritage.
Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core
democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.
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Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are
raised or lowered).

RH.6-8.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social
studies.

RH.6-8.5
Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).

.RH.6-8.6
Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).

.RH.6-8.7
Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.

RH.6-8.8
Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.

RH.6-8.9
Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.

Resource Links

+ National Geographic: hitp://mww.nationalgeographic.com/

s History.com: http://www.history.com/

e History Net: http:/iwww.historynet.com/
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