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Mission Statement

The mission of the Township of Union Public Schools is to build on the foundations of honesty,
excellence, integrity, strong family, and community partnerships. We promote a supportive [earning
environment where every student is challenged, inspired, empowered, and respected as diverse
learners. Through cultivation of students' intellectual curiosity, skills and knowledge, our students can

achieve academically and socially, and contribute as responsible and productive citizens of our global
community.

Philosophy Statement

The Township of Union Public School District, as a societal agency, reflects democratic ideals and
concepts through its educational practices. It is the belief of the Board of Education that a primary
function of the Township of Union Public School System is to formuiate a learning climate conducive to

the needs of all students in general, providing therein for individual differences. The school operates as
a partner with the home and community.
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This course presents U.S. history from a chronological perspective, beginning with
pre-Columbian era and ending with Reconstruction. It also addresses geographic,
social, political, economic, and multicultural factors that have shaped our unique

American character.

The course has four major goals: to provide students with sufficient
background knowledge from an economic, political, and social perspective in order
to prepare them for honors level high school social studies; to prepare students to
participate in American society and government and advocate for social justice; and
to facilitate students’ acquisition of skills needed to think critically and become life-

long learners; and to improve honors students’ research skills to encourage
independent thinking.
Instruction emphasizes the development of higher order thinking, analysis and
writing as well as building a firm foundation of usable data to interpret current
events through the use of technology and primary sources.
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New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Social Studies

Social Studies

The digital age has transformed social studies education, allowing 21st-century learners to transcend the limits of time and place and
experience historic events virtually. By expanding their learning networks through online collaboration with experts and other students
from around the world, New Jersey social studies students develop an increased depth of understanding of our global society. At the
same time, their understanding of the fundamental principles and values of American democracy and citizenship provides the
conceptual framework that allows them to make informed decisions about local, national, and international issues and challenges.

Mission: Social studies education provides learners with the knowledge, skills, and perspectives needed to become active, informed
citizens and contributing members of local, state, national, and global communities in the digital age.

Vision: An education in social studies fosters a population that:

» Is civic minded, globally aware, and socially responsible.

» Exemplifies fundamental values of American citizenship through active participation in local and global communities.

» Makes informed decisions about local, state, national, and global events based on inquiry and analysis.

» Considers multiple perspectives, values diversity, and promotes cultural understanding.

» Recognizes the implications of an interconnected global economy.

» Appreciates the global dynamics between people, places, and resources.

» Utilizes emerging technologies to communicate and collaborate on career and personal matters with citizens of other world
regions.
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The Role of Essential Questions

Key essential questions recur throughout the study of history. They provoke inquiry and lead to deeper understanding of the big ideas
that enable students to better comprehend how the past connects to the present. The essential questions created for this project, which
follow, were used to frame content goals and to inform the development of the cumulative progress indicators.

A. Civics, Government, and Human Rights

e How do citizens, civic ideals, and government institutions interact to balance the needs of individuals and the common
good?

e How have economic, political, and cultural decisions promoted or prevented the growth of personal freedom, individual
responsibility, equality, and respect for human dignity?

B. Geography, People, and the Environment

e How do physical geography, human geography, and the human environment interact to influence or determine the
development of cultures, societies, and nations?

C. Economics, Innovation, and Technology
e How can individuals, groups, and societies apply economic reasoning to make difficult choices about scarce resources?
What are the possible consequences of these decisions for individuals, groups, and societies?

e How have scientific and technological developments over the course of history changed the way people live and
economies and governments function?
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Curriculum Units

Unitl: Colonization and Settlement

Unit 2: The American Revolution

Unit 3: Early Years of America

Unit 4: The Jeffersonian and Jacksonian Eras
Unit 5: The Expanding Nation

Unit 6: The Civil War
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Unit 1: Colonization and Settlement

In this unit the students will learn how the first people arrived in North America. To elaborate, the students will learn
how new technology allowed for Europeans to come to the Americas.. The positive and negative contributions of the
Europeans will also be touched upon as will the challenges that the early colonists faced as they created settlements. As
the colonies grew and expanded, the students will also discuss their relationships with the Native Americans. .Finally the

students will compare and contrast the society, culture and economies of New England, the Middle Colonies and the

Southern Colonies.

_:.os. did \Sm_“mumﬁm:om _s_m_u of mm_.ovmm: mx_u_ow.mﬁ_oks travel Map m_,._a__m_ }mmmmm:._m:ﬁ

between Europe and the 618B.1b routes

Americas manﬁ trade and Harkness Method Discussion

exploration’ 6.18C1b Triangular trade diagrams, Hispanic

What factors led fo Exploration Primary Source DBQ, Quizzes

exploration of the

Americas? Trace Columbus’s water route and Unit Assessment
6.18D.1b track transfer of goods between the

How did interaction New World and Old, Oladuah

between African, European Equiano

Mw%czmcﬂm >3m:o_w: Primary Source, Middle Passage

ps change culture . o

globally (i.e. Columbian 618A23 Journal Entries, John Smith’s diary

Exchange)?

How did the Puritan society Puritan primary sources

in the Massachusetts Bay
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Unit 2: Revolution

This unit focuses on the growing conflict between the colonies and England. As students learn about the key ideas
of the Declaration of Independence, the moral conflicts between these ideas and the practices of colonial society will be
analyzed. The causes for the development of the American Revolution will be investigated. Along with the American
Revolution, major battles and their impact on the war will be studies as will the causes of the American victory. Students
will also study the political and social impact of the American Revolution.

What were the effects of the
French and Indian War and
how did they lead to the
American Revolution ?

Why did Parliament impose
taxes on the colonies and
how did it affect colonial
views on government?

What ideals in the
Declaration of
Independence prompted the
colonist to break away from

6.1.8.D.3.a

6.1.8.C.3.a

6.1.8.A3.a

Map Activity, Notes

King’'s M&M’s,
Quartering Act, Tea
Act, Stamp Act,
Townshend Acts, etc.
Persuasive Response,
Propaganda Posters,
Boston Massacre
Primary Source Activity

Rewrite the Preamble,
Modern Translation of the
Declaration of

Analyzing Primary Sources

Map Analysis of pre-post
Revolutionary War

DBQ essay
Declaring Independence Debate

Unit Test
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Unit 3: Early Years of America

[n this unit students will iearn about how early America was governed by the Articles of Confederation and why the
Articles were ineffective as an early form of government for America. Students will learn what documents and ideas
influenced the writing of the Constitution. As students study the Constitution, the compromises and the principles of
government that are embedded in the Constitution. Students will investigate and analyze the system of government, the
three branches of government that comprise the government of the United States and the importance of checks and
balances and separation of powers. Finally students will study the amendment process and how this process keeps the
Constitution known as a living document,

How did the strengths and
weaknesses of the Articles
of Confederation call for the
United States Constitution?

What issues did the
delegates face during the
Constitutional Convention?

6.1.8.A.3.d

6.1.8.B.3.b

History Alive-
Analyzing features of
the Articles of
Confederation

Compare and Contrast
Federalist vs Anti-
Federalist,Maps,
population chart

of U.S. states, NJ Plan,
VA Plan, Great
Compromise, 3/5ths
Compromise, Bill of

Quizzes
Chapter/ Unit tests
Research projects

Writing assignments such as: DBQ
essays

Compare/Contrast Essays
Creative writing
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Unit 4: The Jeffersonian and Jacksonian Eras

This unit focuses on how the nation developed politically, socially and economically under the presidencies of
Thomas Jefferson and Andrew Jackson. The election of 1800 will be analyzed as will the geographic changes that
occurred under Jefferson's presidency. America’s involvement in the War of 1812 will be evaluated for its effect on the
nation. The new ways of campaigning and their effect on the elections of 1824 and 1828 will be studied. Students will
engage in the debates over state rights v. federal government and Jackson’s attitude toward and removal of Native
Americans will be analyzed, evaluated and assessed. Finally Jackson’s war on the Bank of America wilt evaluated for its
impact on the American economy.

. N Lewis and Clark Lewis and Clark __,\_mn Assessment,
How did :._m Louisiana 6.18B4.a Diaries, William
Purchase impact western Clark’s maps, Research
exploration and the Corps of
development of the United . .
mﬁmﬁmmwoo:oaﬁ Discovery,Sequence of | Trail of Tears Map Activity, Journal
events writing Entries
Unit Quizzes
Why were Native Americans
tribes unsuccessful in ; Chapter Test
keeping their land in North | ©+1-8-B-4-D w\_w_%mwwazm P
ing? " .
America’ Removal, DBQ Writing Projects
Sequoya’s letters,
Jackson's views of Debate
Native Americans
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Unit 5 The Expanding Nation

This unit begins with a study of the Industrial Revolution and its impact on the nation’s economy. Additionally, the
impact of the Industrial Revolution on immigrants and its effects on the social classes of America will be analyzed.
Factors for westward expansion such as improved technology that led to roads, railroads and canals will be assessed in
their involvement as Americans moved west in the mid 1800’s. The effect of new technology will be identified and its
impact on farming techniques will be compared to older technology to make connections between new farming methods
and its impact on slavery. Students will study the impact of new compromises and Supreme Court decisions that caused
increased feelings of sectionalism in America.

How did technological Industrial Revolution it Qui
innovations impact social 6.1.8.C.4.c . Unit Quizzes
status and social classes of Jigsaw, Create your own
immigrant groups in invention/App,Photographs | Chapter Test
America? of inventions, Lowell .
: : Research Projects
mills diagram and
diary entries, Summative Writing
Factory time
schedule
__m_\_oé.maﬁﬁm o%:omﬂ of 6.1.8.A4.b Create a travel plan for pioneer
anifest Destiny influence . o
the acquisition of land from family, Oregon trail activity
the Atlantic to Pacific
Ocean?
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Unit 6: The Civil War

Students will compare and contrast the economic, political and social differences between the north and the south
during the Antebellum Period. Students will analyze and describe conditions of enslaved Africans and how slavery led to
intense feelings of sectionalism between the north and the south. Attempts of social reform for issues such as slavery, the
women'’s movement, education and temperance will also be analyzed. As the nation drew closer to Civil War, various
compromises and their effects will be studied by the students. Finally, the causes and effects of the Civil War will be
explained and evaluated by the students.

What were the causes and
events that led to the Civil
War?

How did the sequence of
critical events and battles of
the Civil War determine the
final outcome of the war?

What role did women, African
Americans, and Native
Americans play in the Civil
War?

6.1.8.D.5.a

6.1.8.D.5.b

6.1.8.D.5.c

John Calhoun’s secession, Acts
and Compromises during the
Antebellum period, Election of
1860, Maps of North and
southern states

Maps of Civil War Battles,
Constitution of the Confederate
States of America, Lincoln's "A
House Divided Speech”

54th Regiment, Photographs of
women nurses and soldiers,
Registration papers of soldiers

Quizzes

Chapter/ Unit tests

Research projects

Writing assignments such as:
DBQ essays

Compare/Contrast Essays
Creative writing
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Social Studies Skills Table

Essential Question: What are effective strategies for accessing various sources of information and historical evidence, determining
their validity, and using them to solve a problem or find a solution to a public policy question?

Social Studies Skill 5-8

Chronological Thinking Construct timelines of the events occurring during major eras including
comparative events in world history for the different ctvilizations.

Explain how major events are related to one another in time.

Spatial Thinking Select and use various geographic representations to compare information about
people, places, regions, and environment.
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Resource Links

National Geographic
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/

History.com
http:/mww. history.com/

History Net
http://'www_ historynet.com/

US Census
https://www.census.gov/history/www/genealogy/decennial census records/census records 2.html

US Constitution.net
http:/fconstitutionus.com/

primarysource.org
https:/iwww.primarysource.org/

history news network.org
http://historynewsnetwork.org/

Smithsonian channel
https://www.smithsonianchannel.com/
National Archives
https:/iwww.archives.gov/
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