Regular Meeting Minutes

September 18, 2012

TO ALL BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS:

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of the Township of Union will be held on September 18, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. at Union High School Library, North Third Street, Union, New Jersey.


The regular meeting of the Board of Education of the Township of Union was held at on September 18, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. at Union High School Library, North Third Street, Union, New Jersey,  pursuant to notice sent to each board member.

PRESENT AT ROLL CALL:
Mr. David Arminio, Mrs. Susana Cooley, Mrs. Linda Gaglione,  Mr. Richard Galante, Mr. Thomas Layden, Mrs. Versie McNeil, Mr. Vito Nufrio, Mr. Francis Perkins (President) and Mrs. Judy Salazar

ABSENT AT ROLL CALL:

None      


Mr. Perkins called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.


Mrs.  Cooley led the board and audience members in the Pledge of Allegiance.

The secretary read the statement required under the “Open Public Meetings Act”, a copy of which is on file in the office of the secretary.
COMMUNICATION:

REQUEST FOR WAIVER OF RENTAL FEES – HOLY SPIRIT SCHOOL

Lori Volturo, Sports Coordinator at Holy Spirit School, submitted a letter requesting a waiver of fees for use of gymnasiums for the 2012-2013 school year.

REQUEST FOR MATERNITY AND EXTENDED FAMILY LEAVE - SAHR

Doreen Sahr, Language Arts teacher at Union High School, submitted  a  request  for maternity  and  extended  family for  the  period  October 19, 2012 through February 24, 2013.
REQUEST FOR MATERNITY AND EXTENDED FAMILY LEAVE – RAIMO

Lisa Raimo, special education teacher at Kawameeh Middle School, submitted a request for maternity and extended family leave from Lisa Raimo, special education teacher at Kawameeh Middle School, for the period September 4 through November 11, 2012.

LETTER OF RESIGNATION – BERRIEUM

Meshelle Berrieum, cafeteria/playground assistant at Hannah Caldwell School, submitted a letter of resignation effective immediately.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Moved by Mr. Arminio seconded by Mrs. Salazar that the minutes of the special meeting of June 8, 2012 and the Worksession of May 8, 2012 be adopted:

AYE:
Mr. Arminio, Mrs. Cooley, Mrs. Gaglione, Mr. Galante, Mr. Layden, Mr. Nufrio, Mrs. Salazar and Mr. Perkins


NAY:

None


ABSTAIN:
Mrs. McNeil


MOTION WAS CARRIED

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT


Dr. Martin stated that he had a number of items that he wanted to bring to the attention of the public some of the terrific things that are happening in the school district.  He welcomed everyone to the 2012-2013 school year.  Dr. Martin said that it promises to be one of the district’s best years ever.  He said that there are 7,550 students are enrolled in Union schools this year from pre-kindergarten through grade 12.  Dr. Martin said that there are ten schools in the district and it has been reported that everything is progressing nicely; the students are learning and behaving themselves. 


Dr. Martin said that just before this meeting began in the cafeteria of the high school, the Board of Education honored fifty (50) individuals who have entered into their 20th, 25th, 30th and 35th years of service to the Township of Union Public Schools.  He said that these milestones are important because they show that these individuals have given their professional careers to the public schools of Union Township and it is important to stop and recognize them. Dr. Martin said that people come to work in the Union Public Schools and they stay here because of the excellence and the community that is offered in the schools.


Dr. Martin stated that the Back to School Open Houses have started to be held in the schools.  He said that Back to School nights are vitally important because parents get to meet teachers; learn the rules, regulations and the expectations that the students are being asked to live up to this year.  Dr. Martin urged parents to attend their children’s Back to School night.  


Dr. Martin said that the standardized test scores were received during the summer.  He said that the district schools have seen a general increase in scores.  Dr. Martin said that there are still some areas that need to be worked on but overall, scores are increasing.  He wanted to give a particular spotlight to Union High School because the ninth grade students last spring in both the areas of mathematics and language arts saw the percentage of students passing the test rise.  Dr. Martin said that the tenth grade students also saw the percentage of students passing the test rise in both tests.  He said that the eleventh grade HSPA test also saw percentage of students’ scores rise.  Dr. Martin said that he was very proud of the performance of the students and he thanked the faculty and parents who day by day insist on students working hard, turning in homework and making sure assignments and projects are completed.  He said that excellence is being achieved and he thanked everyone for their efforts.  


Dr. Martin said that the new Central-Five School that is being constructed is halfway completed.  He said that two years were put aside to make sure that the building was done correctly and at this time next year, the district will be welcoming fifth grade students from across the district into a beautiful, new school.  Dr. Martin said that he has received many inquiries about the progress of this project and he turned this portion of the meeting over to Mr. Tatum for a report.


Mr. Tatum said that there was more good news to report tonight.  He said that he was happy to announce that the district is on time as far as the schedule of the construction of the new Central-Five School.  Mr. Tatum said that recently he, Mr. Damato and Mr. Wiggins had the opportunity to tour the new building and take a look at the construction as it is unfolding.  He said that the contractor was sheet rocking the interior and he was informed today that the second floor was in the process of being sheet rocked.  Mr. Tatum said that over the next week or so, there will be some enclosures taking place.  He said that new windows will be installed and brick work has been brought up to date.  Mr. Tatum said that as the colder weather sets in he anticipates the entire building will have been enclosed and work will get started on the interior of the building, therefore, helping the district keep to the timeline of the project and hopefully, the district will be prepared for occupancy sometime in May of 2013.  He said that the district is looking forward to the resurgence of the fifth grade school. 


Dr. Martin said that he wanted to thank Mr. Tatum because one of the biggest challenges with taking the Central-Five building out of commission for two years was what was the district to do with the fifth graders during those two years; how was the district to ensure that the quality of their education was up to speed with the way it has been before.  He said that it was Mr. Tatum, from the beginning, who quarterbacked that effort by meeting with principals, faculty, parents and designed a program which is working out very well.  Dr. Martin said that all systems are “go” and he thanked Mr. Tatum for his efforts.


Dr. Martin said that a “Fitness Initiative” is being started in the district.  He said that a number of people within the district have been talking and working together on the whole idea of “Wellness” and how important it is to the students, staff and community.  Dr. Martin said that the district is putting together program upon program.  He said that last Saturday at the Mayor’s Day 5K Run and also the Kiddy races that took place as well.  Dr. Martin said that he was excited about the involvement of students, staff and parents.  


Mr. Perkins said that Saturday was a particularly great day for him and his family.  He said that last year he was not able to participate in this event because he was out of town.  Mr. Perkins said he and his two sons participated in the race this year and he really enjoyed participating.  He said that Dr. Martin and Mr. Vieira also participated in the run.   Mr. Perkins said that he was looking forward to speaking about the Wellness Program throughout the year.  


Dr. Martin said that the Kiddy races were new this year and it was a collaborative effort with the Chamber of Commerce, the YMCA, the Board of Education and the Township of Union.  He said that there were three categories of races they were the five and six year olds, seven and eight year olds and nine and ten year olds.  Dr. Martin said that hundreds of students participated.  He thanked parents for bringing their youngsters down on Saturday and letting them be part of this activity. 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC ON RESOLUTIONS ON THE AGENDA


None
EDUCATION/STUDENT DISCIPLINE COMMITTEE:

Moved by Mrs. McNeil, seconded by Mr. Nufrio that the following resolutions be adopted:
E-1.
AMEND 2012-2013 OUT-OF-DISTRICT ATYPICAL STUDENT PLACEMENT LIST

That the board amend the 2012-2013 Out-of-District Atypical Student Placement, Exit Lists and tuitions in accordance with the information appended to the nonpublic portion of these minutes.
E-2.
APPROVE STUDENTS OF STAFF MEMBERS TO ATTEND UNION SCHOOLS FOR 2012-2013 SCHOOL YEAR

That the board approve the following students of staff members to attend Union Schools for the 2012-2013 school year at no charge:  (a)  B.H. – preschool at Washington School (parent will pay $500 registration fee)
E-3.
AMEND CODE OF CONDUCT – UNION HIGH SCHOOL EXTENDED DAY PROGRAM

That the board amend Code of Conduct to include Union High School Extended Day Program in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.

E-4.
APPROVE CRITERIA FOR ACCEPTANCE INTO HONORS/AP COURSES

That the board approve criteria for acceptance into Honors/AP courses in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.

E-5.
APPROVE CEREMONY TO RECOGNIZE STUDENTS WHO RECEIVED SCORE OF 300 ON NJASK – OCTOBER 16, 2012

That the board designate October 16, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. at the Union High School Auditorium for a ceremony to recognize students who received a score of 300 on NJASK test in grades 3 through 8 in the spring of 2012.  All K-8 building principals, teachers and parents of students being honored will also be invited to attend.
E-6.
GRANT PERMISSION TO PARTICIPATE IN ITNERSCHOLASTIC SPORTS – A.H.

That A.H. be granted permission to participate in interscholastic sports at Union High School for the 2012-2013 school year in accordance with the information appended to the nonpublic portion of these minutes.

DISCUSSION:


None


AYE:
Mr. Arminio, Mrs. Cooley, Mrs. Gaglione, Mr. Galante, Mr. Layden, Mrs. McNeil, Mr. Nufrio, Mrs. Salazar and Mr. Perkins


NAY:

None


ABSTAIN:
None



MOTION WAS CARRIED

FISCAL AND PLANNING COMMITTEE:


Moved by Mrs. Gaglione, seconded by Mr. Arminio that resolutions F-1 through F-8 be adopted:

F-1.   ACCEPT TREASURER’S REPORT


That the board accept the Treasurer’s Report dated August 31st, 2012.

F-2.  ACCEPT SECRETARY’S REPORT


That the board accept the Secretary’s Report dated August 31st, 2012.
F-3.
CERTIFY TREASURER’S AND SECRETARY’S REPORTS


Pursuant  to  N.J.A.C.  6:20-2.13(d),  I certify that as of August 31st, 2012 no budgetary line item account has obligations and payments (contractual orders) which in total exceed the amount appropriated by the district board of education pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:22-8 and 18:22-8.1. 


___________________________     _          __________


James J. Damato, Board Secretary                 Dated

Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6:20-2.13(e), we certify that as of August  31st, 2012 after review of the secretary’s monthly financial report (appropriations section) and upon consultation with the appropriate district officials that to the best of our knowledge no major account or fund has been over-expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6:20-2.13(b) and that sufficient funds are available to meet the district’s financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year. This certification is solely based on the information provided by the School Business Administrator and Board Secretary and is assumed by the board to be correct.

F-4.
APPROVE LINE ITEM TRANSFERS


That the Board approve line item transfers in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.
F-5.
APPROVE CONTRACTS AND/OR PURCHASE ORDERS PURSUANT TO REQUIREMENTS OF N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-5  and 18A:18A-10(a) 


That the Board approve contracts and/or purchase orders pursuant to the requirements of N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-5  and 18A:18A-10(a)  and in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.

F-6.
APPROVE DISTRICTWIDE TRAVEL AND RELATED EXPENSES PURSUANT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF N.J.S.A. 18A:11-12, N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-7 AND POLICY FILE CODE 6471 


That the Board approve districtwide travel and related expenses pursuant to the requirements of N.J.S.A. 18A:11-12, N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-7 and Board Policy File Code 6471 and in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.
F-7.  PRE-APPROVE DISTRICTWIDE STUDENT FIELD TRIP DESTINATIONS AND PURPOSES PURSUANT TO N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-5.8 

That the Board pre-approve districtwide student field trip destinations and purposes pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-5.8 in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.
F-8. 
APPROVE ATTACHED LIST OF CONTRACTS AND/OR PURCHASES PURSUANT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-5(21) 

That the Board approve attached list of contracts and/or purchases pursuant to the requirements of N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-5(21) in accordance with the information appended to these minutes: (a) X-Tra Mile Fitness, LLC - $1,180 – balance due for freshman orientation – Union High School 
DISCUSSION:


None

AYE:
Mr. Arminio, Mrs. Cooley, Mrs. Gaglione, Mr. Galante, Mr. Layden, Mrs. McNeil, Mr. Nufrio, Mrs. Salazar and Mr. Perkins


NAY:

None


ABSTAIN:
None



MOTION WAS CARRIED

Moved by Mrs. Gaglione, seconded by Mr. Arminio that resolution F-9 be adopted:

F-9.
APPROVE FY2010-2011 NCLB (NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND) CARRY-OVER FUNDS

That the Board approve FY2010-2011 NCLB (No Child Left Behind) Carry-Over Funds as follows and in accordance with the information appended to these minutes: Title I:
 $177,950; Title IIA: $2,105; Title IID: $11; Title III: 
$553; 
Title III Immigrant:$ 704; TOTAL - $181,323

DISCUSSION:


None

AYE:
Mr. Arminio, Mrs. Cooley, Mrs. Gaglione, Mr. Galante, Mr. Layden, Mrs. McNeil, Mrs. Salazar and Mr. Perkins


NAY:

None


ABSTAIN:
Mr. Nufrio



MOTION WAS CARRIED

Moved by Mrs. Gaglione, seconded by Mr. Arminio that resolutions F-10 and F-11 be adopted:

F-10.
APPROVE NONPUBLIC IDEA-B AGREEMENT FOR 2012-2013 SCHOOL YEAR – UNION COUNTY EDUCATIONAL SERVICES COMMISSION


That the Board approve Nonpublic IDEA-B Agreement with Union County Educational Services Commission for the 2012-2013 school year in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.

F-11.
APPROVE CHAPTER 226 AGREEMENT FOR NONPUBLIC NURSING SERVICES – UNION COUNTY EDUCATIONAL SERVICES COMMISSION


That the Board approve Chapter 226 Agreement for Nonpublic School Nursing Services with Union County Educational Services Commission for the 2012-2013 school year in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.
DISCUSSION:


None

AYE:
Mr. Arminio, Mrs. Cooley, Mrs. Gaglione, Mr. Galante, Mr. Layden, Mrs. McNeil, Mr. Nufrio, Mrs. Salazar and Mr. Perkins


NAY:

None


ABSTAIN:
None



MOTION WAS CARRIED

OPERATIONS COMMITTEE:

Moved by Mr. Layden, seconded by Mrs. Salazar that the following resolutions be adopted:
O-1.
APPROVE CHANGE ORDER #6 – PATOCK CONSTRUCTION COMPANY


That the board approve Change Order #6 from Patock Construction Company, 43 Gilbert Street North, Tinton Falls, NJ in connection with addition/alterations to Central-Five/Jefferson School for cost to install field welded connection angles to existing beams to prevent the structural steel beams from rotating under the load of the masonry work in an additional amount of $7,130 and to reduce the project contingency allowance in the amount of $7,130 in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.  (This leaves $833,806.77 in this allowance).
O-2.
APPROVE APPLICATION FOR USE OF BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS SWIMMING FACILITY FOR 2012-2013 SCHOOL YEAR


That the board approve application for use of the Boys & Girls Clubs swimming facility for the 2012-2013 school year for the period November 12, 2012 through February 22, 2013 at an annual fee of $11,000 in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.

O-3.
GRANT RENTAL FEE WAIVER – HOLY SPIRIT SCHOOL


That the board grant rental fee waiver for use of gymnasiums for the 2012-2013 school year to Holy Spirit School but the organization will be responsible for the payment of utility costs.
O-4.
APPROVE CHANGE ORDER #7 – PATOCK CONSTRUCTION COMPANY


That the board Change Order #7 from Patock Construction Company, 43 Gilbert Street North, Tinton Falls, NJ in connection with addition/alterations to Central-Five/Jefferson School to build on slab on grade and change the wall construction at janitor closet 200A and storage room 204A in an additional amount of $4,925.47; for additional framing and sheetrock in corridors 200 and 200B in an additional amount of $8,715.52 and to reduce the project contingency allowance by $13,640.59 – leaving a balance in the allowance of $820,165.78 in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.
DISCUSSION:


None

AYE:
Mr. Arminio, Mrs. Cooley, Mrs. Gaglione, Mr. Galante, Mr. Layden, Mrs. McNeil, Mr. Nufrio, Mrs. Salazar and Mr. Perkins


NAY:

None


ABSTAIN:
None



MOTION WAS CARRIED

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE:

Moved by Mr. Galante, seconded by Mrs. McNeil that the following resolutions be adopted:
P-1.
APPROVE PERSONNEL ACTIONS


That personnel action be approved in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.
P-2.   APPROVE SUBSTITUTE LISTS


That the board approve substitutes and home instructors, substitute custodians, substitute cafeteria/playground aids, classroom assistants and secretaries, substitute bus drivers and bus assistants  for the 2012-2013 school year in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.

P-3.  APPROVE CERTIFIED SIGN LANGUAGE INTERPRETER – NATIVO RODRIGUEZ


That the board approve Monica Nativo Rodriguez, certified sign language interpreter, to provide services at Livingston Elementary School for the 2012-2013 school year at a rate of $175 per hour not to exceed $2,750.

P-4.  APPROVE TEAM PHYSICIAN – GALLICK


That the board approve Gregory Gallick, M.D., 2780 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ to be team physician for the 2012-2013 school year at an annual stipend of $3,500.
P-5.  APPROVE CHIEF MEDICAL INSPECTOR – MULLICK


That the board approve Bharati S. Mullick, M.D., 295 Baltusrol Way, Springfield, NJ to be Chief Medical Inspector for the 2012-2013 school year at an annual stipend of $15,000.

P-6.
APPROVE MEDICAL INSPECTOR


That the board approve Dr. Steven Eisenstat, 1050 Galloping Hill Road, Union, NJ to be Medical Inspector for the 2012-2013 school year at an annual rate of $1,300
P-7.   APPROVE INCREASE IN ANNUAL SALARY FOR 2012-2013 SCHOOL YEAR – DETJEN


That the board approve Lillian Detjen, attendance coordinator, to receive a 2% increase on her annual salary for the 2012-2013 school year to the proposed salary of $35,292 effective July 1, 2012.

P-8.  APPROVE STAFF FOR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PRESENTATIONS – 2012-2013


That the board approve staff for professional development presentations for the 2012-2013 school year in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.

P-9.
APPROVE ART/MUSIC CURRICULUM WRITING TEAMS


That the board approve Art/Music curriculum writing teams at a rate of $20 per hour not to exceed 15 hours or $300 in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.   
P-10.
AMEND LIST OF STAFF TO ACT AS SECURITY MONITORS AT ATHLETIC EVENTS FOR 2012-2013 SCHOOL YEAR


That the board amend list of staff to act as Security Monitors at Athletic Events to include:  (a) Jobina Rivera; (b) James Melody; (c) Charles Titus; (d) Matt Melody and (e) Connie Novoa at a rate of $65 for 3-1/2 hours.
P-11.   AMEND 2012-2013 ATHLETIC EVENT STAFF FEES


That the board amend 2012-2013 Athletic Event Staff Fees in accordance with the information appended to these minutes.  
P-12.  APPROVE DISTRICT EMPLOYEE TO PROVIDE ABA TO DISTRICT STUDENTS – MORIELLO


That the board approve Alexia Moriello, a district employee, to provide ABA to district students on an “as needed” basis for the 2012-2013 school year at a rate of $50 per hour.

P-13.  APPROVE CERTIFIED TEACHER TO PROVIDE HOME INSTRUCTION – ADAMS


That the board approve Jill Adams, district certified teacher, to provide home instruction on an “as needed” basis for the 2012-2013 school year at a rate of $38.25 per hour.

P-14.
APPROVE LEAVES FOR STAFF MEMBERS


That the board approve leaves for the following staff:  (a) Doreen Sahr, Language Arts teacher at Union High School, maternity and extended family leave for the period October 19th 2012 through February 24th, 2013; Lisa Raimo, special education teacher at Kawameeh Middle School, maternity and family leave for the period September 4, 2012 through November 11, 2012.
P-15.
APPROVE COUNSELING SERVICES FOR DISTRICT STUDENT WHO ATTENDS CRANFORD LEAP PROGRAM – CRANFORD PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT

That the board approve Cranford Public School District, 132 Thomas Street, Cranford, New Jersey 07016 to provide Counseling Services for a district student who attends the Cranford LEAP program in the amount of $41.35 in accordance with the information appended to these minutes. (Acct No. 7043/11-000-216-320-19)
P-16.  ACCEPT LETTER OF RESIGNATION – BERRIEUM


That the board accept letter of resignation from Meshelle Berrieum, cafeteria/playground assistant at Hannah Caldwell School effective immediately.

P-17.
APPROVE INCREASE OF STIPEND – IONTA


That the board approve increase of athletic director stipend to Linda Ionta from $5,000 to $15,000 effective July 1, 2012.
DISCUSSION:


Mrs. Gaglione said that the board had not discussed resolution P-17 and she was curious why there was a change in the stipend amount.  Mr. Galante said that it was determined that the stipend was a mistake in the beginning.  He said that this position consolidated two positions into one which required a larger stipend.  Mr. Galante said that this actually results in a savings of money by the district because one salary has taken the place of two salaries.  

Dr. Martin said that Ms. Ionta is the athletic director and she does an outstanding job.  He said that Ms. Ionta virtually “lives” at the high school; she is here early in the morning and most evenings she is here to a late hour watching games and matches finish.  Dr. Martin said that she is all about the students and it isn’t just about winning it is making sure that the students are physically fit and enjoying themselves.  He said that there is an outstanding athletic program in this district but is under Ms. Ionta’s leadership.  Dr. Martin said that he agreed with Mr. Galante that two positions were consolidated into one but it is also because of Ms. Ionta’s outstanding performance that he is recommending this increase in her stipend. 

AYE:
Mr. Arminio, Mrs. Cooley, Mrs. Gaglione, Mr. Galante, Mr. Layden, Mrs. McNeil, Mr. Nufrio, Mrs. Salazar and Mr. Perkins


NAY:

None


ABSTAIN:
None



MOTION WAS CARRIED

APPROVAL OF BILLS

Moved by Mrs. Gaglione, seconded by Mr. Arminio that the Board concur with the bills listed in the permanent bound register appended to these minutes and be ordered for payment.

DISCUSSION:


None

AYE:
Mr. Arminio, Mrs. Cooley, Mrs. Gaglione, Mr. Galante, Mr. Layden, Mrs. McNeil, Mr. Nufrio, Mrs. Salazar and Mr. Perkins


NAY:

None


ABSTAIN:
None



MOTION WAS CARRIED

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None
NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Arminio said that to go along with the “Wellness Initiative” on Thursday evening at the Union High School football field there will be a “Zumba” night.  He said that it will be run by the Fifth Quarter Club.  Mr. Arminio said that this will take place on Thursday evening at 7 p.m. and registration begins at 6 p.m.  

Mr. Perkins stated that there is a problem on a national level that the people in Union can do something about this right in town.  He said that he has heard the comment that if every American would walk 30 minutes each day, the nation would save $30 billion a year in health care costs.  Mr. Perkins said that this saving would solve all the fiscal problems in this country and would drive down tremendously the healthcare costs that are paid and make totally mute the debate on how healthcare is provided.  He said that if people just become conscious of health and wellness; talk to others about it; watch what we eat; walk around the block it would be a tremendous effort and he wholeheartedly endorsed any wellness activities.

Mrs. Gaglione said that she has been a fitness instructor for the past 15 years and she teach people from age 30 to 95 years of age.  She said that she has people who started exercising at age 80.  Mrs. Gaglione said that she has been in contact with Robert Wood Johnson Medical Center who have many families come in and have seen an increase of children with diabetes because of lack of exercise and the food that they are eating.  She said that she was glad that Union was trying to educate people on “wellness”.  Mrs. Gaglione said that regardless of a person’s size, how they feel or how old they are, it is not too late to start exercising.  She said that it is important for everyone to exercise, especially children because they are not getting the exercise that children got years ago.  Mrs. Gaglione said that she offered her assistance to visit the schools to speak about the importance of exercise.  

Mr. Perkins said that a very important incentive in the district is that it drives down its healthcare experience costs to save money.  He said that by demonstrating to the district’s healthcare carrier that Union is really serious about its wellness program and that the staff and teachers are actively involved in making sure that they try to reach optimum health or are working toward those goals.  

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

Ms. Plavego stated that she lives next to the playground at Livingston Elementary School.  She said that this past summer there was a problem of many adults playing basketball on the playground.  Ms. Plavego said that she hoped the board could stop these individuals from congregating at the playground.  Mr. Perkins said that he has received several phone messages and has had several conversations with individuals about this issue.  He said that the board just talked about the importance of physical fitness and since this is a school facility and athletic activities are a part of the curriculum.  Mr. Perkins said that he has not heard of any activity which is criminal or otherwise violating any of the laws or regulations of the Township.  He said that he did understand the problem.  Mr. Perkins said that if there are people playing basketball on the court who are violating the law or are engaging in behavior that is in violation, his response would be police activity.  He said that he would speak to the Police Director tomorrow about what experience they have had.  Ms. Plavego said that she has called the police several times and they never come.  She said that there are many families with small children in the neighborhood try to go to the playground area to ride their bicycles and there are always people playing basketball.  Ms. Plavego said the people who are playing basketball are not children they are adult men.  She said that she thought the individuals were not from the neighborhood but came from different areas such as Elizabeth and Irvington to play on the basketball court.  Mr. Perkins asked Ms. Plavego how she knew they were coming from out of town.  Ms. Plavego stated that these individuals are not from her neighborhood.


Ms. Carpendano said that the problem at Livingston School is not people playing basketball but when the basketball courts were initially set up, they were not set up as a regular basketball court, she said they were “Madison Square Garden” type courts which allow a great number of people to play at one time.  She said that she also lives in the neighborhood next to Livingston.  Ms. Carpendano said that when individuals come to the court to play they scream and yell and it is like living a nightmare at times. She said that she cannot even relax in her backyard without hearing curse words and it sounds like the people are at war.  Ms. Carpendano said she also felt that the individuals are from out of town.  She said that this was a quality of life issue.  Ms. Carpendano said that the people who come to the basketball courts leave garbage on the school grounds as well as in front of neighboring houses on the street.  She said that the people who come to the courts, come in cars and they are not local people. Mr. Perkins said that he would speak to Mr. Wiggins and Mr. Tsirikos about the educational value and the need for the basketball courts on the school grounds.  He suggested that Ms. Carpendano reach out to Police Director Zieser about these issues.  

Mr. Montero said that he moved into town in 2005.  He said that he has a three year old who is classified and has an I.E.P. from the district which granted him bus services and he was to start school this year.  Mr. Montero said that the district has a policy that they pick up students at their homes to take them to school and after school from the school back to the students’ homes.  He said that this poses a big problem to families like his.  Mr. Montero said that both he and his wife must be at work at 7 a.m. and have arranged day care for their son starting at 6:30 a.m. at a great cost to him.  He said that he has spoken to Dr. Martin at great length about this problem and he and his wife cannot understand what the difference is picking up at a daycare center or picking up at a private home.  He said that the pickup and drop off location is the same and it is located in Union.  Mr. Montero said that due to this not being able to happen when his son started school, he and his wife had to change their work schedules which has put a strain on their family time and their employment.  He asked the board to 
review the matter to see if the issue could be resolved.  Mr. Perkins said that he would speak to the Transportation Department and Dr. Martin because he was not sure what the concerns were and he would have an answer for Mr. Montero as soon as he could.


Ms. Hall said she was the Substance Awareness Counselor as well as the Anti-Bullying Specialist  at Kawameeh Middle School.  She said that the first week of October has been designated at a “Week of Respect” in the schools and Kawameeh Middle School will be observing this with a variety of different activities.  Ms. Hall said that the theme this year is “Walk a Mile in Their Shoes” and her first request was that anyone who had any shoes that they are looking to get rid of or recycle, she would be happy to get them at Kawameeh and they will be displayed in the front lobby to illustrate this theme.  She said when the display is taken down, the shoes will be donated to a variety of charities in Union County.  Ms. Hall said that there will also be a “Paint Your Pinkies Purple”; she said that purple is the anti-bullying color and the girls will be wearing purple nail polish during that week to show respect.  She said that the Tuesday of the week of respect will also be “Live Strong Day” and for the past four years at Kawameeh, there have been various activities to support the Live Strong Foundation; this year there will be a fitness walk with all grades and she is asking all students to wear something yellow which is the Live Strong color.  Ms. Hall said that Wednesday will be wear purple day and the activity will be “Shred for Hateful Words”, she said that a paper shredder will be set up and students will be asked if they have ever had anything hurtful said to them or if they have something hurtful being said to someone else they will write it down on a purple index card and the cards will be shredded at the end of the lunch period.  Ms. Hall said that on Friday there will be a movie shown after school as a anti-bullying activity and the movie will be “The Sandlot”.  She invited the board members to come to Kawameeh during that week to observe these activities.  Ms. Hall distributed paper cutout “hands” to all of the board members to sign them and pledge to stand up and be a “up stander”  not a “bystander” in incidents of bullying and to pledge that they will support those who are being bullied,  make a report if they see it and intervene.  She said that all of these hands will also be hung in the lobby of Kawameeh Middle School.  Ms. Hall said that on September 27th there will be a parent presentation at Kawameeh on the anti-bullying legislation and reporting.  She said that she would be sharing with parents all of the information that they may need to know.  Ms. Hall said that the parent presentation will be offered throughout the district in every school and parents can attend at anytime that is convenient for them.  She said that there will be three presentations for parents at 9 a.m., 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. at Kawameeh. 


Mr. Capodice introduced himself as the new president of the Union Township Education Association (UTEA).  He said that he is looking forward to a great working relationship with the Board as the representative to its almost 900 members.  Mr. Capodice said that on August 2nd, the UTEA and the Board entered into a Memorandum of Agreement for a new contract.  He said that he held a ratification meeting this evening and he was hopeful that this agreement will be ratified by the association members.


Ms. Lett-Sulick wanted to address forms that were sent home at the beginning of the school year by her children that  asked for the student to indicate their “race” on the top of the contact information form.  She said that her children are bi-racial and for them to be labeled one thing and not to allow for the other thing that they are has become a conversation amongst them and some of their friends who are also multi-racial.  Ms. Lett-Sulick asked if the Board could look into this and see if there is an answer to this.  She said that other organizations that her children belong to allow them to enter both races.  Ms. Lett-Sulick hoped that this could also be done by the Township of Union School District.

Ms. Lett-Sulick also thanked Dr. Martin for the trip to Washington, D.C.  which was taken by students who attended the Middle School Academy.  She said that the students had a wonderful time and they are looking to return.


Mr. Perkins said that there is a question as to whether the question of race has to be answered at all. He said that the census allows you to enter whatever race.

MOTION TO ADJOURN

There being no further business before the board, it was moved by Mrs. Gaglione, seconded by Mr. Arminio  that the meeting be adjourned.

AYE:
Mr. Arminio, Mrs. Cooley, Mrs. Gaglione, Mr. Galante, Mr. Layden, Mrs. McNeil, Mr. Nufrio, Mrs. Salazar and Mr. Perkins


NAY:

None


ABSTAIN:
None



MOTION WAS CARRIED







Respectfully submitted,







JAMES J. DAMATO
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